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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pum., anid read prayers.

MOTION-IRISH AGREEMENT,
CONGRATULATIONS.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
-Northan) [4.33] : Mfembers will have
heard with the greatest of satisfaction the
news that at length the negotiations be-
tween Great Britain and Ireland have re-
suilted in anl agreement being arrived at.
The news will he received not only with
intense satisfaction but with a feeling of
great relief, because the question has been a
lug standing one, affecting not only Eng-
land but threatening friendships even in a
far-distant land such as Western Australia.
The House will agree with tie, I ant sure,
that the whole of the people of the Empire
should rejoice that a settlement has been
reached, a settlement which I1 hope wilt be
lasting and will lead to the saute cordial
relatiotns which have always prevailed be-
tweet, Australia and the Empire existing in
future between Jreland and thle Empire . I
move-

That the Legislative Assembly of
Westerni Australia expresses its profound
gratification at the settlement of the
long-steanding differences between Great
Britain and Ireland, and its confident
hope that the agreement arrived at w'ill
inaugurate a period of eniduring amnity
amongst all the dominions of the Empire;
and that a cablegram be forwarded by
the Government to -Mr. Lloyd George
warmly congratulating hint and all the
piarticipators in the recent conference on.
the successful termination of their long
and difficuilt negotiations.

Hon. WV. C. ANGW]N (North-East Pre-
mantle) [4.35]: It affords me very great
pleasure to support the motion. I do not
know of anything which has evoked greater
satisfaction in Western Australia since the
signing of the armistice than the news that
an agreement had been reached in connee-

tion with the negotiations which bave been
so long drawn out between Great Britain
hlid Ireland. I trust that now this agree-
mnent has been arrived at, all sections of
the conunity will realise that at last we
are one great and united Empire, and will
work hand in hand for its prosperity. I
can only add that those particularly who
have comje froit the old world feel-proud
that a grievance which baa existed for so
long has at last been completely wiped out.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [4.37]: 1, too,
support thle motion with pleasu~re. Having
been in the old Country and known of some
of the difficulties and the menace which
those were to the Empire as a whole, I
appreciate the significance of the settle-
ment and rejoice at the knowledge that the
Empire is now united. At last we have a
peace which has not been known for very
inoy years. T trust that it will be a last-
ing poee anld that the Irish people, with
the responsibilities which are now placed
upon them, will energetically undertake the
dlevelopment of theik country which, along
the hanks of the Shannon and in other
parts, I aml given to understand, contains
lanhd than whicb there is none more fertile
in the Northern Hemisphere. I trust that
with tis lasting peace, prosperity wilt
attend that country.

Qunestion Pot and pa1sed.

QUESTION-ESPLiANADE, FAIR
GROt' NIS.

Mrs. C'OWAN\ asked the Premier: 1. N- it
correct that thle portion of the foreshure
known as ''Carnihal Squnte' has been leased
to a private citizenL mut1ed Mir. Martin? 2,
It it is the Governments po~liey to Ieni;e poart
of tile Esplanade, whyv were no ttenders l111b-
liel' railedI for? 3, For what length of time
114s tile lease beent granted, ail at whkat
we-eklyv or other rental? 4, Is it a fact that
MIr. )lnr-tin, as sole lessee, canl ulse the g1ron1nil
to orgalnise and run anyv C ltertatilliittnt, should
hie so desire, for his own piersoLnl profit! .,
Is it the Premtier's inltentionL to Inc' all thle
poapers inl conneetioni with this matter* onl tile
Table of the House? 6, Did he aunt v ise
thle lease, seeing that his department hang thle
authority to deal with all pubilic resecrvtes and
gardens?

Thle PREMIER replied: 1, N.o. The grouinds
hnve been rented to the Vgly Mfen's Asoria-
tion and Silver C'haini League for cliik fix-
turesr, and for the balance of the suiIniner to
Mr. MUartin., 2, A number of offers were re-
ceived andt considered during the ye:Ir past,
but owing to impossible demands by the ap-
plicants fell through. 3, Till the end4 of next
suinimner at a rental fromt time to tune, and
for three further terms at increased rates, if
occupied. 4, As teiiant he may conduct any
entertainment which the law allows. 53, Yes,
6, The arrangement was made by the State
Gardens Board for thle purpose of obtaining
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revenue which is used to improve the fore-
shore. The imiprovemnents already made have
proved of g-reat convenience to the public.

QUESTION-STATE SM-\ELTER
RECEIPTS IN SUSPENSE.

Mfr. CORBOV asked the -Premiier: 1, With
reference to the statement in the Auditor
General 's 31st Report that £E96,951 4s. lid.
is lying to the credit of the Trust Fund at
the Treasury, tider the heading of ''State
siiieltor, receipts in suspense,'' wilI hie state
whether this mnone 'y is wholly, andl, if not, to
what amount, the proceeds of the sale of ore
products from Raivensthorpc? 2, If it is the
proceeds of suchk sales, does it not represent
maile ' which legitimately belongs to thle ore
producers? .3, With reference to the interest,
£l1,l4S 18s. 2d., transferred to the credit of
Consolidated ERgenue Fund, should this
anhiothit not have been paid to tlhe ore pro-
ducers whose ore has been sold on thiei be-
half by tile CGovernnment 4, Why has the
amiount of £0,.]4$. id,. not been shownl
tinder Government Property Sales Fu1d03

The PR:EMIER replied: 1, This amount re-
presents a portion only of the total proceeds
of sale onl ore products. 2, No. The amnount in
question represents mioneys advanced to oro
producers on ores brought to the Smelter and
expenditure incurred in working expenses. 3,
This amount represents interest on advances
and working expenditure on certain cpam.
paigns. 4, This account is kept for the pur-
pose of providing funds for advances to pro-
ducers and working expenses, and transferred
from time to time as occasion requires. When
matters are finalised the balance will be
transferred to the Government Property Sales
Fund].

QUESTION-TETTY R EC EIPTS,
BUSSrLTON.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Premier:
What is the total amount of revenue derived
from all sources of business passing over the
Busselton jetty for the period of the last six
months?

The PREMIER replied: £2,161. This re-
presents thle earnings of the Railway% Depart-
nment for the six mionths ended -l0tli Noveni-
ber, 1921.

QUESTION.-RATLWAYS, SANDSTONE1!
TRAIN.

Mr. TROY asked the Minister for Rail-
wrays: 1, Was an extra engine to bank the
Sandstone train from Magnet to Sandstone
sent from Geraldton to Magnet on Friday,
the 38th -November? 2, Was the engine re-
quireil and utilisedl for the journey to Sand-
stone? 3, If not, what was the total cost
incurred in taking the engine front Geraldtou
to Magnet and returning it to that base?
4, If the engine was not utilised, who was
responsible for the order authorising the

running of the engine, and what is the die-
liartnicut 's inteintion regarding thle blunder9

The PREAITER (for the M3inister for
Railways) replied: 1, Yes. To be utilised if
required, in view of anticipated loading. 2,
Tile engine was required anil hauiled a. load
both ways between Geraldtoni and xralgoo,
but nlot between Mlagnet aiidI Sandstone. The
reason it was taken onl from Yalgno to M1ag-
net was in order to bank the train from
Magnet to Sandstone, for which a load of
127 toils of live stock was sper-ially avail-
aIblei which together with conch, brakevan,
aind water tank, would give a load of 178
tons. In addition to this toinnage it was eX-
pected that general goods totnlling between
100 and 200 tons wvouil be offei-ed as had
beeii thle case in the two Previous trips, which
would exceed the load of a single engine.
flowerer, only 52 tonls of goods were ulti-
nately available, andl a b-aiik engine wvas
therefore unllecessay. 3, See -No. 2. 4, Tio
running of the engine is not regarded as a
blunder.

MOTION-STANEDING ORDERS SITN-
PENSION.

O:ose of Session.
The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James 'Mitchell

-Northain) [4.47] : I niov
That for the remainder of thle session

the Standing Orders be suspended so far
ais to enable Bills to be passed through all
their stages in one day, and mnessages from
the Legislative Council to be taken into
consideratioin oni the dlay on whichi they are
rec~eived; :also, so far as to admit of thle
reporting and adopting of the resolutions
of the Coinmnittee of Supply and W%'ays and
Means oil the (lay on which they shall have
passed fiose Conmnittees.

It is usual at this stage of the session to sus-
pend the Standing Orders. Of course I do
not propose to take any undue advantage of
the suspension; hut it will allow as to put
through Bills without delay and will enable
us to deal expedlitiously with ]ness3ages from
the Concil.

Mr. O'Loghleu: Why have a shoal of
Bills in the last days of the session?

The PREMI ER: We always do have them.
It is merely a number of sniall Bills which
we shiall have.

Mr. 0 'Loghleni: That is all right. What
about the Trading Concerns Bill?

Tile PREMIER: I have not mnentioned
any Trading Concerns Bilt. I. spoke to tile
Leader of the Opposition before ,giving
uiptice of this motion, and told him the House
should have full opportunity for discussing
it.

Hon. WV. C. AYNGWIN (Northi-East Fre-
mniatle) [4.48] : I hope the HEouse will not
agree to thle motion. Last night notice was
given of one important Bill, and there may
be many others to be brought down. at the
tail end of the session. It is true that a
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motion of this sort is usually Passed during
-the concluding days of the session; but it
is first understood that there shall he intro-
duced no further legislation of a controver-
sial character, that whatever further legis-
lation is to come down will be exclusively
small Bills, as for instance Bills for the clos-
ing of certain roads. It has never been the
practice to first suspend the Standing Orders
and ,then introduce legislation of a vital,
controversial character. Once the Standing
Orders are suspended, the Government will
be able to bludgeon almost anything through
the House.

The Premier: You know that is never
done.

Mr. J1. IT. Smith: Does that apply to the
Licensing Bill ?

lion. W. C, AOWN Yes, it applies to
every Bill the Government nify bring down,
We hare already received a hint that there
is to be introduiced legislatiot which will
-alter an important system successfully car-
-ried out for many years past. In view of
this, hon. memibers ought to be wary about
passing a motion for the suspension of the
'Standing Orders. Take the Licensing Bill:
No more controversial subject than that of
licensing has ever been debated in this Chai-
her. In that Bill I cannot find a single clause
with whitch I agree.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: The Title is all right.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It is a highly

controversial measure. It has always beenl
the practice to bring down such a Bill at the
beginning of the session, so as to give lion.
members opportunity for carefully weighing
its provisions and even submitting themu to
their electors. Having regard to the- size of
the State ani to the fact that the Bill was
introduced only last week, I ask will it be
possible, with thie Standing Ordets suspiended
for elevtors to express their views on the
Billi

Mr. D~avies: Has it not beca the practicke
to mnove such a motion as this at the end of
the segqion ?

lion. AV. C. A'NOWUN: Yes, but it has
been thme practice to first introduce all contro-
versial legislation. We must have considera-
tion for the views of our electors, and we
should lie ;gives time to consult them onanso
piece of vital legislation. How will this he
possible onee the Standing Orders have been
suspended? We shall have to treat our elec-
tors with scant courtesy, say to thenm, ''We
want to close down at Xmas, Hang you!"
That is the position. Under ordinary circumi-
stances I should have supported the Premier
in this motion; hut the circumstances are by
no ameans ordinary- . Members on this side,'18
in number, constituting the largest party in
the Hiouse, know nothing whatever about the
Lean Estimates. We have not been told
whether the Gtovernment intend to carry on a
public works policy or to close down the de-
partment.

Mr, Pickering: They are going to build the
Esperance railway.

Bion. W. C. AN1OWIN: We do not know
that.

Hon. TP. Walker: They are a mighty long
rime about it.

lion. W. C. ANOWIN: The lioa, member
must he in the confidence of the Government.

Mr. Pickering:- Yes. They are going to
build the 'Margaret Rli-er railway also.

Mr, J. Thomson: Andl the Como tramway.
lion. W. C. ANOWIN:- I ala not justified

in voting for the suspension of the Standing
Orders if I believe that by doing so I shall
he inflicting injury on any part of the State.

The Premier: You knuow that you will not
he floin'T anybody an injury' .

Mr. Pickering: Have you no confidence in
the Premier.?

Hion, W. C. ANOWIN: Of course I have.
The Premier is as good a man as any other
in the House. But that is not to say he
is inifallible. He makes errors, like the rest of
ns. He is making an error in asking us to
pass this motion. It is too early for sach a
motion. If the Premier were to bring this
dlown three weeks hence-

The Minister for Works: Why not six
weeks 1

Hon. W. C. A'NGIVIN: Hle would be able
in thme maeantinme, to place on the Table the
whole of his carrds.

Mr. Pickering: "Would you do it?7
lion, W. C. ANGWIN: Yes.
H~on. T. 'Walker: it has always been done.
lion. W. C. ANGWIN: The practice has

been for the Premier to take the Notice
Paper, consult with the Leader of the Op-
position, tell him is-lar business he intends
to go on with, and then cross out all that
is to he dropped. I aum safe in saying that the
Premier has not told the Leader of the Op-
position which Bills lie intends to drop, or in-
formed him of the legislation he intends to
bring down before the session closes. This
has alwaysa been done before askidag the House
to suspend the Standing Orders, and hon.
inembers have then heen made aware of the
legislation it was itended to dleal with. Of
course, a snmall mecasure or two Of no impo)rt-
ance might be introduced at the close of the
session, but it is not customary to bring down
Bills of a controversial nature. In addition to
the Licensing Bill w-hich already appears onl
the Notice Paper, we were informed last night
flint the Government inteail to submit a Bill
for the purpose of permitting the sale of tsa
trading concerns without 'Parliament being
consulted. I ask members, therefore, whether
in these circumstances we should permit the
Government to suspend the Standing Orders.
The met ion goes even further than to give
the Government the right to suspend the
Standing Orders in connection with Bills;
permission is sought to suspend the Standing
Orders to permit of adop1ting resolu1tions Of
thle Committee of Supply and Ways and
Means. In this way there will be nothing to
prevent the Government pushing through in
one sitting, if they so desire, the whole of
the Loan Estimates or anything else that they
may wish to bring forward. The House could

2242
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meet this afternoon and the Loan Estimates
for the expenditure of three or four million
could be pot through without members having
a propel opportunity to consider them.

The Premier: No such thing.
Ron. IV. C. ANOWIN: It has been dlone

before. The Premier is pretending to be very-
innocent this afternoon. I have seen in this
Chamber-and not in the time of the Labour
Government either-an hion. member put up
to move, more than once, that the question
be now put.

Ron. T. Walker: It was done in 1910.
lion. W. C. ANQWIN: Certainly it has

not been dlone during the last four or five
years because during that time the condi-
tions have not been, normal and the Govern-
meat hare not had any serious opposition.
The party sitting opposite the Government
realised the difficulties the Government had
to contend with, and parties sank, for the
time being, their political differences for the
purpose of assisting the Government out of
the difficulties which were acting detrimen-
ally to the best interests of the State.

Air. Davies: That is clever.
Hon. T. Walker: It is true.
Hion. W. C. ANOWIN: We have had this

admission from the Premier himself. The
lion. gentleman has thanked the Opposition
for the courtesy and assistance extended to
him in the conduct of the wrork of the ses-
sion. As a matter of fact we have been
condemned for doing this by a section of the
Press, a section which claims to he Nation-
alists and to be in opposition to the Labour
Party.

Mr. Davies: But you have been applauded
by the public?

Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: No, we bare been
applauded by the Premier. The public have
been led to believe that we who are in oppo-
sition have no interests in the State, but that
we are out for party all the time.

The Minister for Works: The Press have
reformed now.

Rlon. W. C. ANGWIN, :it is about time
now that we took determined action in the
direction of bringing back the country into
something like a solvent state, and to enable
us to do that it is necessary that we should
have sufficient time for the purpose -of look-
ing carefully' into every financial question
that is brought before the Chamber. We
should have time to take careful note and
weigh over and inspect everything that is
proposed. We are justified therefore in ask-
ing the Premier to postpone the submission
of the motion for three weeks.

Mr. Harrison: That would bring us into
the holidays.

Ron. W. C. ANGWIN: That will make no
difference whatever. I would like hion. mem-
bers to look at the Notice Paper.

Mr. Harrison: We have had more business
on it in previous years at this period of the
session.

Hon. 'W. C. ANOWIN : On pages 359 and
360 there are two columns of amendments
proposed to one Bill. The same thing may

apply to another Bill. Take the Licensing
Bill and any other which the Government
may bring down. A similar list of amend-
mnuts may yet be drafted by bon. members,
and in addition, members are likely to be
aked to consider amendments made by the
Legislative Council to other Bills. If the
motion is passed we shall receive messages-
from the Legislative Council, and on merely
hearing then, read we shall be expected to
understand their purport. Amendments made
in this manner should always appear on the
Notice Paper when members would have an
opportunity to peruse then,. I trust nmembers
will vote against the motion. The -Premier,
not satisfied to suspend the Standing Orders
in relation to Bills, has gone further, and
desires to suspend them in so far as they
relate to Committee of Supply and Ways and
Means. The matter is serious, taking into
consideration the position which faces US.
I regret that the people of the State do not
study thme position, shall I say as closely as
they did in 1914, 1915, and 1916. Tf they
did so I feel confident that any member who
would vote for the suspension of the Stand-
ings Orders at the present time would be
censured by the electors. There is some rea-
son and seone explanation why the electors
do not take the same interest now as then.

The Premier: This motion is moved every
session.

lion. WX. C. ANOWTN : 'Never to apply to
the Loan Estimates.

The Premier: This does not cover the
Loan Estimates.

Hion. W. C. ANGWIN: floes the Premier
ever remember a ease of Loan Estimates
being introduced after the suspension of the
Standing Orders'

The Premier: Yes.
Hon. W. C. AINOWIN: When?

-The Premier: I cannot call to mind the
year.

Hon. WV. C. ANOWIN: I never heard of
such a thing.

The Premier: In any case, this motion
does not refer to Loan Estinmates.

lion. WV. C. ANGWLN: Tt refers to all
Estimates. The -Appropriation Bill will in-
clude the Loan Estimates, flow will the
member for Sussex (Mr. Pickering) warm up
to the question when he finds that the Mar-
garet River is not on the Loan Estimates,
while, say, the completion of the Esperance
Railway is on them? Similarly, the member
for Katanning (Mr. A. Thomson) on learn-
ing that owing to the carrying of this motion
the Esperance Railway appears on the Loan
Estimates and the Pingrup Railway does
not. And the sanme thing may be said of
the menmber for Williams-Narrogin (Mr.
Johnston) if the Ewarda Railway is not on
the Estimnates, while, once again, the Esper.
ance Railway is. BY means of this motion
the Premier will be able to put through the
Loan Estimates in one night. I ask lion.
members in all seriousness to consider, are
we justified in suspending the Standing
Orders, and thus enable any measure to be
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put through -in one sitting, and -ciable any
message froma the Council to be dealt with
during the sitting ia which it reac-hes us,
and all this while we know that legislation
ot suk a controversial character is to be
brought forward, legislntion of a character
more controversial than any' I hare known
since the comimenemnent of the war. Until
the cards are laid onl thle Table hr the Pre-
m ier, until w-e know exactly what is going
to he done-f have no ob~jet-tion to stuall
Bills going through with a suspension to smiall
Standing Orders-I inimi oppose the motion.

rlm. OLG EN (Forrest) [5.21J : I
support the member for North-East Fre.
niantle (Hon. W. C. %ngwin) in his protest
against the mnotion. It is the function of
anl Opposition to step in at times for the
purpose of proteeting the puiblic. If ever
there was a time when the public needed
pioteetion against slipshod legislation and
faulty Acts, it is the present. The Opposi-
tion would be foolish to grant this power
to the Government. I do not say tile Pro-
alier is thle type of leader who would abuse
such a motion if carried-

TIre Premier-: Von know very we(l thle
Hlouse would not let mne.

Mr. 0O LOGULEN : There is a big
majority 'von the other side of the Chamber,
and bon. members opposite are auxious to
get into recess. Tile -Premnier has intimated
that lie is desirous of getting into recess
before Christmas.-

The Premier: Are not you?
Mr. U tLOGULEN: Not if we are to be

asked to consider the Bills forcansted by
thle Premier. There is also thle proposal
forecasted by the 'Minister for Works last
night. TShe licensing measure is a revenue
proposal. It is absolutely impossible for uts
to deal with those Bills before Christmas.

The Premier:. There is not a man in the
Chamber who does not now understand the
Licensing Bill, every word of it.

Mr. 0 'LOGUILEN:- Thle Premier knows
what happened in 191 1, when a Licensing
Bill was debated for weeks and weeks.. The
h'reiner now introduces a Licensing Bill
containing new features, a measare which,
notwithstanding any merits it may have,
will certainly arouse strenuous opposition
in yarious qnarters. I1 protest against the
methods of the Government, and I aum not
in the 'habit of protesting merely for the
sake of protesting. What is the record of
this session so far? What have we done
as. yet? At the end of the session the
Premier will be able to give an interview
to thle Press and say that Parliament has
churned out 36 or 48 Acts of Parliament.
But what is the collective gain to the com-
munity from those Acts? Looking through
the N_'otice Paper, one finds that the bulk
of the Bills there are tiddly-wiulciug pro-
posals-

The rcmnier: Sonic of the important Bills
arc not on the 'Notice Paper. %

MNr. 0 'LOORLEN: There are on the
Notice 'Paper measures of interest to little
coteries of people who desire special legis-
lative protection; but as to increasing pro-
dxuvili, improving the finances, or granting
ainy, general boon to the community, all
suich proposals are lacking. The important
measures are left over to the last eight days
of Parlismnt. Last night the Minister for
'Works intimated the bringiog down of a
proposal in which this side of the House,
and als4o thle country, are deeply interested.
That Dll-

Mr. ISPEASKER: We had better discuss
that Bill when it conies forward.

Mr. O'LOGIILEN\7: I am justified in
buttressinig ly arguiment by trying to show
the futility of trying to get up at Christmas
and to deal with those Bills,

Mr. SPEARER: We can only deni with
what we have before us.

Mr. 0 'LOGH}LEN: The proposal fr-
shadowed by the Minister for W'orks is sure
to arouse the keenest opposition. Why
could it not hare been brought down four
or five uothis ago? The Government
aninouinced on tile hustings their policy of
selling tile State trading concerns. On the
12th Marchl last they got a topping
mtajority. W~e met here in Junly, and we fre-
quently went home at 8 o'clock at night,
though the Soicitor G-eneral could hare
dIrafted the Bill in question II) weeks ago.

The M1iniister for Works: Yon knew of the
Bill1 and so i-on are not surprised.

Mr. 0'LOQHLEN: I aem surprised rhhtt
tile Mfinister could not have had that Hill
drafted for discussion here when Parlis-
mneat had little to do. ft is a fair propusi-
lion to grant suspension of rile Standing
Orders under ordinary conditions, that is to
say, when the bulk of the legislation is
through its second reading, and when Par-
liainent tihus knows what is to come. ESveryv
year thle Premier puts the blue pencil
through various Hills and says, ''We are
lnot going to waste more time over them"
There ar-e foer or five Bills oii thle Notice
Paper which will surely go by tile board,
and there are motions on the N otice Paper
'which will never be heard of again. Why'
does not the Premier intimLate to the House
that of the measures on the Notice Paper
the Government desire to posh on with
these and desire to drop those? That is a
simplle mnethod of ending up harmoniously
and getting through the work. But if the
Bills foreshadowed by the Premier and the
Minister for Works ame to be seriously con-
sidered, we shall have to sit here for several
more weeks; and no one desires a summer
session, because this is lnot a very good
place to legislate in during the extreme
beat. The members of the Government are
deserving of censure for not having utilised
the early part of the session for these aills,
which could thea have been introduced.
Exigencies of management are, of conrse,
such that Bills introduced to-day coulid in

2'-'4-1
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very many cases not have been introduced
two months ago. But one measure that
coulda have been introduced long ago, a
measure representing Government policy, is
the Bill forecasted by the -Minister for
Works last night.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think a Bill
should be discussed at length in anticipa-
tion, though the hon. member may refer to
it.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: T do not intend to
discuss it at length, because I do not know
its provisions. What I do know is that
there will be something doing when we get
that Bill. I object to giving to a Govern-
iment with such a majority the power to
force through measures objectionable to the
Opposition. The Opposition have -been

most generous during the last two or three
sessions. The rrernier himself said a little
while ago that he had no obstruction, that
hie had the Opposition with him. A man in
such a position should show results, but the
Premier will not get results by this method.
Though the Premier himself may have been
busy enough, Ministers generally have
dilly-dallied with their legislative pro-
granmme. The 'y wasted the tinme of Parliament
by sending its home at S o'clock in the even-
big for a month.

Tine Premier: That is not correct.
Mr. O'LOGiILEN : Members are now

being-kept nearly all night to make up for
time lost in the early' part of the session,
andi as a consequence the best results are
Ilot being got. I would mot mind agreeing
to the motion if it applied only to
proposals which we nave already discussed.
As regards proposals not yet touched by
Parliament, however, the Proposition to
5u51)enl the Standing Orders is not fair;
and is a. memlber of thle Opposition I Pro-
test against the adoption of such a method.

Hon. T. WALKER (Kalmowna) [5.291; T
desire to addl my protest against the proceed-
tire proposed. It is, comiparatively speaking,
anl innovation. [ have hald a good many ses-
sions in Parliament, but I have never known
a (loverinment to come down with a moltion
of this kind, within eight days of tile pro-
hable close of the session, and inot let the
RoTuse know precisely what nneasur-es would
be covered by the motion. I do not think
there is an instance of it. I appeal to the
olest members in this Cianer whether they
canl think of such an instance. There is not
smell a case. Why should we maike this in-
aeration, which is a. most dangerous one?
If we pass the motion with our eyes shut,
blind-folded so to speak, any umeasure, oven
of the most drastic character. mlay be brought
forward in this Chamnber. By means of the
nlosure and the suspension of the Standing Or-
ders, it may be carried through withouft it
being possible to offer a protest. No criti-
cismi will then be effective anld 110 review will
alter the situation. This is a prostitution of
parliamentary- procedure, and constitutes a
dangerouts prcedent. T have already drawn,

.attention to the fact that we are not told what
we arc expected to do for the reminder of
the session, and yet we arc asked to carry
this motionl. Dlay after (lay we hare gone on
without coming to a decision as to what shall
be donle. Sun-elf we have a right to be taken,
into thle confidence of the Governmlent, and to
knew precisely what is eximieted of us. There
may be some uleasures which, at any stage
of any session, it wouldl be disastroust to deal
with in the way that is now proposed. It
would be disastrous to spring a surprise upon
uts at the last moment, aild to find tllat we
could] not consider it because of this motion.
If w~e are to have no fresh legislation, and
nothing additional to the business list is to be
added, I have no objection to the motion
being passed.

Hfo,. W. C. Angwin : And no controversial
matters.

Honi. T. WALKER: I am as anxious to
facilitate the business ms any memsber. If it
is4 the in~tentionI of the Governmeunt to close
thle session before Christimas, and they have
partially givens the public that assuirance,
they must have a sense of proportion, and
must tell us what nreasures will be considered
during thle remainder of the dlays open to us
for that Purpose, and must assure us that no
surprise will be sprung upon the Chlamber.
They have Ilot done that. To fact, there are
hints that some ver 'v controversial measures
are to conme down at the last mlonment, and to
conme down after we have been bound hland
and foot Criticism will then he closed to us
and consideration "will be denied to us. We
nre suppnosed to hie a deliberative body which
gives consideration to all measures. not a body
like an automaton, or a pern'v-in-tlle-slot
machine, to put at Bill in at one end and let
it conme out at tine other. We are supp~osed
lo weigh and study the provisions of every
Bill, and to collect all the informatioa that
will throw light u11)01 the subject and enable
uts to form a judgmnent which is sound and
will bear thle test of time. That cannot be
d]one at the latter end of thle session whlea the
Standing Orders are suspended ald ev-ery-
thing is being rushed through. 'We are asked
to take (lovernmult illeasures for granted,
and allow them to be rushed through ill the
sanie manner. that a sausage machine turns
out saunsages: 'No amlendnment or alteration of
any kind will be pernmissible, I object to
being hound in that mianner. I will not vote
for thIs motion until the Premier and the
Leader of tlhe Opposition have taken the
Hlouse, ito thneir confidence, and have des-
rdared precisely whial t easures it is intended
to deal witlb during tine 5essiol1 When they
have done that I ran agree to a motion of
this kind. f will not, blindfolded, vote for
a motion that may precipitate measures
through tlnis Chamiber, which it would bea
disgrace to pass htastily.

Mr. WH4 LCOCK (Ceraldlton) [5.351 : It is
hardly fair to introduce new Bills enmbodying
alsolutely ilew princeiples, aild to pas;s them
thnroughl in accordance with, this motionl.
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The M1inister for Works: Which Bills are
you referring to?

Mr. WILLCQCK: There may be Bills of
that kind.

Mr, SPEAKER: We cannot discuss what
may occur; we must wait until something
actually occurs;.

Ron. T. Walker: This motion presents an
opoportunity for anything to corns.

Mr. WILLCOCK: We have had no ex-
planation as to uwlant is likely to occur. Last
night something in the nature of a bomb-
shell was thrown into the Chamber when the
Minister for Works made the announcement
in regard to the State trading concerns.

The Minister for Works: You did not
leave me alone. I had to tell you something.

Mr. 'Munsie: No member on this side ot
the House anticipated it.

Mr. WILLOOCK: There was no indication
that the Bill we have mentioned was coming
before us, but outside Parliament things have
been shaping themselves in such a manner
that it would appear that a certain amount
of pressure has been brought to hear upon
the Governinwet by certain bodies and organ-
isations. Apparently the pressure has becn
strong enough to cause the Government to
bring this Bill dlown. We should not give
the Government the power they ask for in
this instance. So far as Bills already on the
Notice Paper are concerned, there would be
no grave objection to the motion. I therofore
move an amendment-

That in line 3, after the word "'Bills,"'
the words ''already on the 'Notice Paper
and have passed the second reading'' ho
inserted.

W~ithout the amendment, the Licensing 'Bill
may he passed through all stages in one da.
If the amendment is carried, I think it will
meet with a more favourable reception than
the motion as it now stands. It will give us
an opportunity to give the fullest considerat-
tion to every measure that is now before us.

The PRE-MIER (Hon. Sir James 'Mitchell
-Nurthain-on. amendment) [5.37] : My
friendls are very much conerned. One would
think a motion of thiN kind had never yet
been bronght hefore the House.

Mr. SPEAKER: Will the P remier deal
with the amendment; he will have an oppor-
touity of dealing with the motion afterwards.

The -PREMTIER: The amendment alters
the whole motion.

Mry. 'Munsie: No it does not; the amend-
meat gives ytmu a fair deal.

The PREMIER: I have already told hon.
members that I have no intention of depriv-
ing them of the upportunity of the fullest
discussion upon Bills. It would be wrong if
we introduced Bills and tried to bludgeon
them through in a few hours. No one worthy
of a seat in this House would attempt to do
that.

.Mr. Munsie: Are you prepared to accept
the amendment?

The PREMIER: No. I have already given
my word regarding the Bill the hon. member
is coneerned ahout. The Licensing Bill will
not he excluded by the amendment, and it'
can still be vonsidered7 with the Standing
Orders suspended.

Mr. Munsie: It has not passed the secon I
reading.

The PREMIER: I have no intention of
pushing any measure through the Ilouse. The
licensing measure is a non-party measure.
Members nay give it the fullest considera-
tion, and probably many am,?mdments will be
moved to it. If hon. members doubt my sin-
cerity in the statements I have made, I ant
sorry. I have discussed the matter with the
Lender of the Opposition, although it is true
he had not the information hon. members
have to-day. Re saw no reason at all why
the motion should not go through.

Mr. 'Munsie: Did he know about the trad-
ing concerns?

The PREMIER: 'Not at the time. I am
sure the House will believe me when I ay
that I will not use this power to deprive them
of the fullest opportunity of discussing mea-
sures.

Capt. Carter:. They distrust uis, not you.
The PREMIER: We really use this power

to put a Bill through its formalt stages in
one sitting, instead of taking two or three
different sittings. If a Bill is passed, surely
the House is not running miuch risk if it
allows it to be reported and read a thirdl time,
and sent on to the Upper House in one day.
The House will have an opportunity of fully
considering the various Bills. A Bill can be
brought down, rend a second time and further
einsideration adjourned until the following
day.

Mr. Willcock: It need not be done under
this motion.

The PREMNIER: No. If lbon, members-
feel that the motion will give us the -right to
put important Bills through in one dlay, or
that we would exercise that right, I think
they are wrong.

Ron. T. Walker: You should never have
the power.

The PREMIER: They are right in saying
wev should not have the power if they think
we Will use it in that way.

Hon. T. Walker: It is possible,
The PREMIER: Surely Parliament will

trust us -not to do that; inieed P'arliament
would not allow us to do it.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: All is well.
The PREMIER: If hon. members are

really serious, and wvouldI like to know what
every proposal is to be, and really do not
believe that I will treat them as I have said
I would, I do not know that I would mind
postponing the discussion until next Tues-
day. I know the irouse would agree with
this motion if I wished. I do not want main-
hers to be suspicious.

Ron. T. Walker: You had hetter postpono-
it until next week.

The PREMIER: I have an understanding
with the Leader of the Opposition, blit it is
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true he did not know as muck as hon. nmem-
bers know to-day. I hope the House will not
agree to the amendment.

Mr. MUNSIE (Hannans) [5.45]: The
Premier has stated that he has no particular
objection to postponing the consideration of
this matter till Tuesday next. I hope anything
I say will not be taken personalil because I
do trust the Premier. I have every confidence
in him. If the. Premier gives me his word 1
will accept it as soon as that of any other
man alive. The point is that the amendment
moved by the member for Geraldton (Mfr.
Willcock) only aims at what the Premier
says he is prepared to do. If the Premier
is prepared to do that, why does he not ac-
cept the amendment? Everyone would then
be satisfied. During the ten years' experi-
ence I have had in Parliament, a similar mo-
tion has'aiways been agreed to by the House
prior to Christmas, but I have never knownsuch a motion moved when we have had meas-
ures suchi -w are on the Notice Paper to-day.
The Premier should be prepared to let the
amendment go through.

The Minister for Works: What are the
Bills that you take exception to?

Mr. MTJNSTE: The Closer Settlement Bill
is one on which we have only had one speech,
and on which the Leader of the Country
Party has the adjournment. We should have
some time to discuss that measure. I know
quite well that the Premier has no intention
of applying the gag to the House, but while
tile Premier mnay he of that opioion, he does
not know that some other member sittinig on
his side of the House may not take the matter
out of his hands.

The Premier: Oh, no.
Mr. M1UNSIE: The Workers' Homes Act

Amendmnt Bill is another which we must
have time to consider, although that is being
dealt with in Committee. There is thle Licens-
ing Bill, however, and the Hill which was in-
dicated by the Minister for Works last night
regarding the State Trading Concerns. 1
would object to those two Bills being pushedl
through. These Bills are practically all those
to which the amendment applies. I think the
Premier would be quite safe in accepting the
amendment, which is not moved for the pur-
pose of slighting him in any degree.

The Premier: If we deal with the amend-
ment, I will postpone the further considera-
tion of the motion until the Leader of the
Opposition returns.

Mr. Wineock: On that assurance of the.
Premier, I ask leave to withdraw my amend-
ment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

On motion by Minister for Works, debate
adjourned.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1921-22.

Report of Committee of Ways and Means
adopted.

BILLS (3)-THIRD READING.

1, Bank Holidays Amendment.
2, North Freman tie Rates Validation.
Transmitted to the Council.

3, Reciprocal Enforcement of Maintenance
Orders.

Passed.

BILL-CLOSER SETTLEMENT.

Second Reading.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [5.54]: This Bill
is one, the passage of which has become al-
most imperative in the interests of the State.
The necessity for such a measure has been
accentuated by the difficulties regarding com-
merce and industry as the result of the war.
The position to-day is abnormal. The expen-
dliture on public utilities thron~ghout the ag-
ricultural areas and the necessity for securing
traffic, has resulted in the* measure. 6einig
brought before Parliament, so that the lands
adjacent to the existing railways may be
brought into full occupation and may result
in the increased productivity of those lands.
This is necessary in order that the land, which
is capable of production, shall be brought
into a stage of greater production, so that
traffic may be a~ailablc for the railways. The
passage of the Bill will enhance the productive
value of West era Australia and reduce the
Cost Of tile lines run111iig ilirough those parti-
cular areas where at present remunerative
traffic is not available. As a result of a con-
sideration of the Bill, T was led to inquire as
to how the land had been first taken up aind
under what conditions it had come into the
possession of the early settlers. In the course
Of my investigations, I camie across some in-
teresting information. Through the courtesy
of Mr. Bettye, thme Public Librarian, I was
shown some documents of great value and in-
terest. It appears that in 1828 a syndicate
was formed in England to take uip land in
Western Australia, and that syndicate pro-
posed to bring out 10,000 settlers.

Hon. W. C. Angwvin: Which land did that
refer to?

Mr. HARRTSON: Land in the vicinity of
the Swan.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is that land covered by
the Bill?

Mr. HARRISON: It does refer to the
land. covered by the Bill aud Iwant to work
up to that position, to show that this land,
which was secured by people in accordance
with the agreement I shall refer to, is still
in some cases held in an unproductive state.
The necessity was imposed upon the people
securing the land in those days to make it
productive, and -what applied in the early
days shoid surely apply to-day.

Mr. SPEAKER. Will the hon. member
inform me that the Land he is dealing with
is that covered by die Bill?
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Mr. HAERTSON: " Sonic of it, which is
in the vicinity of existing railways.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 would like thle hoa.
member to assure me onl that point.

Mr. HARRISON: I do. lIn the course
of my investigation of these docunlents, I
find reference to a gentleman namted Peel.
I have heard references to a Peel Estate,
which requires improvements.

'Mr. Machalum Smith: But the Gov-ern-
mueut own that estate now.

-Mr. HARRISON: There are other lands
too. These referenees to time early settle-
ament of 'Western Australia are instructive.

M.%r. SPEAKER: I canl only allow the
lion. member to deal with the Bill before the
House. I cannot permit hini to go - back
into ancient history.

'Mr. HARRISON: The Bill before the
-House is in respect 10 linds in the vicinity
of thme existing railways which were occu-
pied and becamte freehold properties prior
to the railways being built. Now the rail-
wa~v are there-they are being run at a loss
because there is not sufficient traffic for
then, If these particulars do not bring the
references I desire to mtake within the scope
of the Hilt, I do not know n-hat it will be
possible to deal with. Borne of the land is
within 12 ildes of a railway.

Ion. NV. C. Angwin: In any ease, Clause
:1 of the Bill will cover your references.

Mr. HARRISON: Borne of the laud which
was taken up ink these earl 'y dlays is still at
the unproductive stage. I was going to re-
fer to these gentlemen in England who
formed a syndicate to encourage people to
carie to Western Australia andI they were to
bring out l0,0%0 imumigrants, drawn from
England, Scotlandl, ammd Ireland. They were
to sec-ure the land under cheap conditions.
Laud was to be obtained at -the rate of Is.
6d. per acre and for every £3 they brought
out in value, capital or 'stock, they wvould
get 200 acres for each individual. They paid
their freight and passage mnoney and so forth.
It is surely interesting that sonic of these
lands which have reverted to other gentle-
nion, are still unoccupied by settlers all(d not
fully imlproved in the sense that the Bill

* implies. Ta payment of their expenses, which
they estimiated at £30 per head of the peo-
ple taken out, they expres;sed themselves
willing to take grants of ]lnd at a valca-
lionk of Is. 6d. per acre, and they further
promiised to provide proper surveyors for
tine purpose of allocating to every mnale not
less than 1200 acres of land from the area,
they were to receive. The objects which
the syndicate had in view and for which such
large tracts of land were required wvere said
to be the culivation of cotton, tobacco,
sugar, flax, mind various drugs for which the
clinmate was suited-the rearing of horses
for the East Indian trade--and thle estab-
lishint of large herds of cattle and swine
for thle purpose of Supplying His Majesty's
or other shipping with sailt provisions. That
ivas in 1829, and tho, hin is are not pro-

iluciug these commodities toklay. Tis Bill
is designed to secure prodluction on those
lands. I have in mly hand one of thle original
agreements dated 13th, Januaqry, 1929, which
reads-

Regulations for the guidance of those
who may propose to emnbark as settlers for
the new settlemnent onl thle Western coast of
New H8lland. 1, His Majesty's Govern-
meat do not intend to incur ailly expense
in conveying settlers to the new colony onl
the Swan River, and will not feel bound
to defray the expense of supiplying them
with provisions or other necessaries after
their arrival there, nor to assist their re-
moval to England or elsewhere should they
be desirous of quitting the colony. 2, Such
persona~ as may arrive in that settlement
before the end of the year 1830 will re-
ceive, in the order of their arrival, grants
of land free of quit rent, proportioned
to the capital which they may be prepared
to invest in the improvement of the land
and( of which capital they miay be able to
produce satisfacwtory proofs to the Lieuten-
ant Governor (or other officer administer-
ing the-Colonial Government) or to any
two officers of thle local Government ap-
p)ointed 'by the Lieut. Governor for that
purpose, at the rate of 40 acres for every
sum of £3 which they may Ire prepared so
to invest. 3, Under the head of invest-
ment of capital will be considered stock of
every description, all implements of hus-
bandry and other articles which may be
aplIicable to the purposes of productive
industry or which many he necessary for
the establistiment of the settler o11 the land
where he is to he located. Thme amount of
ally hlf pay or penision which the appli-
cant may receive froiii tile Government
will also be considered as so much capital.
Mr. SPEAKER: How does that affect the

Blill undler discussion'~
Mr. HARRISON: T wvaiit to get to para-

graph 6.
Mr. SPEAKER: Then start on paragraph

Mr. 0 'Loghleii: It is a historic document,
Mr. Speaker.

Mr. HARRISON: Paragraph 6 reads:-
Any grant of land thus allotted, of which

a fair proportion of at least one-fourth
.shall not have been brought into cultiva-
tion, otherwise improved, or reclaimed fromi
its wild state to the extent of Is. 6d. per
acre to the satisfaction of the local Goy-
ermnent within three years of thle date of
the license of occupation shall, at the end
of thle three years, be liable to a payment
of 63d. per acre, into tile Public Chest of
the settlement, and at the expiration of
seven years more, should thme land still re-
main in an uncultivated or unimproved
state it will revert absolutely to the Crown.

If t,,oh a condition could he, enforced in the
very earliest days of settlement, surely there
is an obligation oa us to-day to take all
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possible steps to bring unutilised land under
cultivation.

Mr. Maecallun, Smith: How do you know
that the land is not improved?

Mr. HARRISON: Under the Bill that
question will be decided by the board. Has
not the member for North Perth read the
BillI The board will be able to acquire land
if it falls short of the requisite improvements,
irrespective of what the owner's estimate of
the improvements may be.

Mr. Macallurn Smith: You indicated that
they had not carried out the original under-
taking.

Mr. HARRISON: I did not. I was dir-
ecting attention to the conditions operating
in the earliest dlays of settlement.

M r. Macallum Smith: Then there was no
point in reading those extracts.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the member for Avon
addressed himself to the Bill, he would get
along better.

'Mr. HARRISON: This is a machinery Bill
devised to bring under cultivation the lands
adjacent to our railways. It is intended to
appoint a board of three mnembers, one of
whom shall be an official of the Agricultural
Bank and one an official of the Lands De-
partment. It is wise to have an official
of the Agricultural Bank on the board, be-
cause he will have thc requisite knowledge
regarding the financial side of the business.
The officer from the Lands Department should
net have a fixed appointment, but should
have a seat on the board only white the board
were considering lands regarding which he
had special knowledge. The third member
of the board who, as the Frontier indicated,
will be c-hanged from time to time, should be
a man with a practical knowledge of the con-
ditions of soil, climate, and capabilities of
the land in the particular areas under con-
sideration. If it is found that certain areas
are not producing what they should and are
suitable for closer settlemeut, the presence
on the board of a nsan with local knowledge
should be invaluable.

Hon. W. C. Angwia: This is not a Bill for
closer settlement, but one to get the Govern-
ment to lay out more money to buy land
which owners cannot sell.

Mr. HAM1RISON: No one knows better
than the member for North-East Fremantle
what the object of the Bill is.

Mr. Maecallum Smith: What about the
Harvey estate?

Mr. O'Loghlen: What about a little more
history?

Hion. T1. Walker: The history was the best
part of your speech; I wish yell would get
hack to it.

M.%r. HARRISON: Have I the floor, Mr.
Speaker, or are members of the Opposition
supposed to be addressing you by way of
interjection?

Mr. SPEAKER: If the hon. member ad-
dIressed the Chair he would get on better.

Mr. HARRISON: The interjections of bon.
members do not assist at all,

M r. SPEAKER: I do not tbink they wvere
intended to assist.

Mr. HARRISON: The powers of the board
as provided in the Bill are certainly exten-
sive, but extensive powers are absolutely
necessary to make the measure effective and
carry out the desires of the Government. The
board can be relied upon to make a thor-
otigh investigation regarding the value and
the suitability and the productive capabili-
ties of the land so that when people awe
settled on these resumed areas, it will be
possible for them to make good. We all know
that the land in the river flats was acquired
in the early days and that the railways gen-
erally followed the river flats. The first
settlements were taken up with river front-
ages running back in many instances from
five to seven miles. The land was used for
pastoral purposes. In the early nineties
there came the stimulus of the gold discov-
eries, and land which previously was utilised
only for pastoral purposes was devoted to
agricultural pursuits. Development followed
rapidly, but people who wanted land for
agricultural purposes had to go away beyond
the large holdings to which I have referred.
Many such areas were developed at a dis-
tanice from the railways, and production was
curtailed on that account, while the larger
estates were not producing anything like
commensurately with their areas. When the
railway was pushed on to Nangeenan Mr.
Fred Crowden, the pioneer of that district,
was responsible for giving a big fltip to land
settlement, and areas out there were devel-
aped much more rapidly than elsewhere in
the State. This was the beginning of the
opening'up of the wheat belt. It is impos-
sible in these dlays to reduce the working
costs of our railways, and the earning power
of our railways is restricted by reason of
the lines running through so much land that
haes been only partially improved. Such lands
must he brought under full production. The
Premier is out to stimulate greater produc-
tion and development. Therefore T support
the Bill.

Mr. O'Loghlen: It might be the means
of enabling people to unload land which they
could not sell otherwise.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.

Mr. HARRISON: Before tea I was speak-
ing of the personne! of the board consisting
of three, one a member of the Agricultural
Bank, one an officer of the Lands Depart-
snent, and the third a man with local know-
ledge. The officer of the Lands Department
should be fully conversant with the conditions
of the district in which lies the land which is
the subject of negotiations between the boa-A
and the landowner. Should land in another
district also come within the purview of the
board, then if the Lan ds Department officer
be not acquainted with the condition of that
district, another officer should be appointed
in his stead. The same principle should be
made apply to the third member of the board
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-.xho, in my opinion, should be a farmer who
had for a long period worked land in that
district and so would be conversant, not only
with the loc-al methods of farming, but with
the v'alue of the land. It is provided that
the board may inquire into the suitability
for closer settlement of any block of freehold
land and that after receiving notification
that it is the intention of the board to resumre
that block or to insist that improvements
should be made, the owner has two options,
namely, to improve it himself, or, alternately,
to get out his surveys and plans for sub-
division, submit them to the board and show
how the blocks are to be cut up. In the event
of this alternative being determined upon, it
would be a good idea if the subdivision plan
were placed in the long room of the Lands
Department where it would get the fullest
publicity. Again, if the owner of the land
be not satisfied with the board's proposal
he has an appeal to the Minister. The Bill
provides also that in such event an arbitrator
or valuator may be called it to determine the
price. In Committee it may be found advisa-
ble to expand or curtail some of the provi--
sion. In the time I have had at my disposal
to go through the Bill I have concluded that
the measure will work satisfactorily both to
the land owner and, if properly administered,
to those who may take up land for closer
culture. The Country Party stands, not fur
meon who hold land, but for men who use
laud. We wish to stimulate land settlement
and, at the same time, to improve marketing
facilities. We are out to preserve the privi-
leges of the producers, the men engaged in
agriculture. I trust the Hill will pass the
second reading. S-ince the Bill treats, of free-
hold land, I am suirprised. that when I de-
sired to refer to some ancient documents 1
was prevented from doing so by you, Sir,
on the grounds that those documents were not
relevant to the Bill. My desaire was merely to
show that they referred to the original aliena-
tion. of the land it was now proposed to re-
sumac for closer settlement.

'Mr. PICKERING (Suissex) [7.36). 1 en-
dorse the Bill in its main principles. It arose
out of the general cry for unimproved land
values taxation, the underlying idea of which
was to burst up large estates. It must be
borne in mind that the large estates were ac-
quired under the existing laud laws, and that
any drastic measure for taxation would be
unjust if it had the effect of robbing those
who took up the land in the conviction that
the laudl laws -would be respected.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Whoever suggested rob-
bery?

Mr, PTCKERLNG: I say that an increased
unimproved land values taxation to the extent
so frequently indicated in this Hfouse would
hav-e that effect. The Bill is an honest at-
tempt to meet the diffivulty of dealing with
large estates. I remember that when I took
up land in Western Australia the then exist-
iV.M conditions tended to in~luee settlers; to
tnlhc uip very rauch larger holdings than
they could hope to handle.

Mr. 0 'Loghten: They should never have
been left under OP. conditions.

Mr. PICKERING: But they were, and
the settlers were induced to take up larger
areas than they could hope to develop.

'Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Some of them are glad to
hare those holdings to-day.

Mr. PICKERING: Not because of the
benefits accruing from holding them, although
perhaps in view of sonic other phase of the
broad question. But, generally speaking,
the lesson learnt by members while travelling
thro ugh the South-West was that those set-
tlers with reasonably sized holdings alone
showed indications of prosperity. Land own-
ers will welcome the Bill, for it will give them
anl opportunity, to get rid of a large portion
of their unwielly holdings on terms which
will not mean an actual loss to them.

Mr. 0 'Loghien: If they are anxious to get
rid of them, why do they not subdivide their
holdings themselves?

Mr. PICKERING: There are cases which
will need special consideration. 1 refer to
that particular object lesson to be seen by
anybody travelling through the South-West
ini the shape of the estate purchased by 'Mr.
Kitchen. That man has given prestical evi-
dence of his sincere desire to develop his
holding. Nobody can cavil at the amount of
development he has achieved oil that property.

The Minister for Works: flow many such
cases are there?'

Mr. PICKERING: I say this is an excep-
tional case.

lion. W. 0. Angwin: The Bill will not
apply to him.

Mr. PICKERING: It might, because he
has something like 6,000 acres. He has set
an example which is being emulated by
many of the settlers around him. I myself
have noticed a marked improvement in the
locality since he went there. One of the
objects of the Bill is to bring into fruition
much of the land at present lying idle in
the Sooth-West. A great deal of that land
has been very much under-valued. I believe
that with the dissemination of knowledge
as to grasses suitable to the locality, we
shall find that a great deal of land hitherto
considered worthless will in smaller hold-
ings develop into valuable properties and
will result in anl improvement in the rail-
way revenue.

Mr. Q'Loghlen:- What was the original
price of the land?

Mr. PICKERING: It might have been
very small, perhaps less than 109. per acre
in some cases; inj those days it depended
largely on what capital the settler had.
Somie of the people down there have spent
their lives in developing their holdings.

Mr. Lambert- Not developing holdings,
but holding holdings.

M.%r. PICKERING: It is all very well for
the hon. member to be facetious, but even
the initial operation of riugharking the
countryi requires years before its full benefit
is enjoyed; And ringharking, if followed up
by the necessary suckering, involves the ex-
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penditure of time and money, and a con-
siderable length of occupancy. There is
same value in the benefit which accrues to
a property through mere beneficial occup-
ancy. It must he remembered, also, that
althouigh nmnny of the settlers took up too
mutch land, they have developed their hold-
iugs just as well as they could.

The Minister for Works: flow many are
there?

Mr. PICKERING: Perhaps not many in
that district with unduly large areas but,
taking the South-West as a whole, their
number is cronsiderable. The constitution
oif the board should give entire satisfaction.
Two of the members nre to be relpreseata-
tires of the Government, and the third a local
man of faring~ experience. That should be
eminently satisfactory.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Bill does not
sn,- that hie shalt be a local man.

Mr. PICKERtNG : The principle laid
down by the Premier that the third mem-
ber should possess local knowledge is a
thoroughly -sound one. A big responsibility
lies onl this board in the assessing of values.
It is difficult to assess the productive value
of the varying soils throughout thle country.
Mulcht of thle land with which I am familiar,
was, a while ago, considered worthless, but
time and' labour have demonstrat~l that
most of that country is really valuable. It
must be borne in mind that the difficulties
are grcat and] that reasonable allowances
niustR he made. The Teialer of the Country
Party described tile three courses which
may be pursued. under the Bill. All these
three are reasonable and I do not think
that anyone, with the interests of the State
at heart, will resent the procedure it is lin-
tended to adopt. If there is an apparent
injustice. the settler coacerned will have
the right to appeal. to the Supreme Court.

Mr. 0 'Loghlent: Thle State may suffer an
in justice.

Mr. PICKERING: The value put upon
the land it subject to the approval and en-
dorsement of the board, and the conditions
Lander which it can he .sold are subject to
the approval and endorsemTent of the board.
It is to lie Issunked, of course, that the
b1oard will be so experienced as to makce
the price and the conditions equitable to
those who take up the land. With regard
to the third alternative, that which pro-
vides for reversion to the Crown, from' my
experience of what has happened in the
past, I will feel sorry for thev applicants.
Further than that, an owner may require
that the whole of the land may be taken
up. Tue Bill, I understand, is to be incor-
porated with the Lands Purchase Act, which
Act will make up for anything not provided
for in thle Bill. if thle owner of the land
demonstrates that he has improved his
property sufficiently, he can then be dis-
charged from the Operations Of the measure.
Taking all things into consideration, I
think the puiblic should be satisfied that the

Premier has made an honest endeavour in,
this connection, and whilst treating with
justiee the pioneers of the country, and
those who have taken up land and worked
it for so many years, the fact has not been
forgotten that they took up the land under
conditions which recent years hare materi-
ally changed. I believe that if any further
increase in the way of taxation on the land
is required, it should not be in the nature
of an unimproved land values tax, but
rathcr in the nature of an unimproved laud
tax, and if it is found necessary to increase
taxation, the Gore rnment should adopt thle
mietitod I suggest. I support the second
veading of the Bill.

lIfon. W. C. ANGWLN (North-East Fre-
mtantle). [7.501]: In any opinion* the title of
the Bill is wrong. It says that it is ''ar
Act relating to thle acquisition and disposal
of landl for closer settlement.' Aly opintion
is that it shouild only be a measure relating
to tite acquisition of land. If lhon. members
will peruse the Bill carefuly they wvill see
that under its provisions there is no reference
whatever in regard to a closer settlement
scheme. As a matter of fact it will place
tile owner of land, or those pteople who do not
fully utilise their land, at a great advantage.
It is true that the CoututoeWealtl, according
to the latest conference held, has deeirld on
a liimitation of about E6O0 in regard to future
soldier settlemnmts. That is the amiount which
they vrinl advance, and consequently, those
who have not been able to unload land whicht
tbei' Owned, under the settlement schente, will
I', ilt a very good position by reason of the
ftiet that they %iltl lie able to unload it under
tlhis Bill. There are people in this State who
own large areas of land. They have endea-
voured to sell this laud but the price they
lanve asked has been suich that they have not
1.cen. able to tied buyers, and under thle Lands
Purchase Act the QoGvernateat, to a large ex-
tent, have their [powers reduced in regard to
the value placedI on the land by the officers,
and then again also wvith regard to cash. But
uinder the Bill before us, wrhat will be the
position.? The Govern meat canl inspect thle
land and see whether it is being utilised or
improved to its full capacity, and they then
deride, if such is not the ease, to serve a
notice onl the owner. The owner then has two
alterntatives, either to subdcivide the land on
the terms laid dlown in the Bill or pay anl
additional taxation. 'What is that additional
taxation? A maere fleabite which is not worth
votisidrriug! Thtere t1re Very few owners
of land in 'Western Australia to-day who,
unter that provision, will pay any addi-
tiontal tax. The amember for Sussex instanced
the case of a utan with 6,000 acres of land.
That man has spent a contsiderabile sum in
developing a portaien only of that area, but
that is all considered as one area, and if the
holder has expended up to onte-third of the
value, lhe only has to pay one tax, income or
land, whichever is the higher, so far as the
land is concerned, and be has £35P worth of
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land, the uimtprovel alue of which is Ills.
He has a £260 exemption, atid, further, if his
income from the latil amounts to more thtan
the land tax, lie is exempt altogether. Thir'
is no clause in the Bill which provides that hie
shall pay lboth taxes. So that tIhe position is
that the holder (If thle land, is exemlpt from
the paymnlt of land tax and lie will lie fur-
ther exemtpt un der this Bill.

The' Premnier : I think calOile1- u rilg.
lion. AN. C. AN(W IN : As lioi. ittenilser

ha ow, thr lieare man peoplv i ,ho ha te taken
up small holdiatgs of 1,000, 2,IliW and :1,in10
acres. Those people are nlot ii, the ptosition
to utilise miore thtan about a third of heiir
land, and it wrill take thenm all their tilite to
improve that lat-li. The1 positioit thlen, is that
so far as th i c1111til ised portion11 is coilcer'ned,
they will be clear front taxationl oin the lot,
because their inlcoiie tax wvill lie htighter fInl
thle latnd tax. What is thle gold of sa 'ving,
"If you do itot sell this land yo11 will have
to pay three times thle tax,' whleii the hal i.
vidual does not pay anything at alh

Mr. Underwood: Thlree tiiiies nlothling
Hon. AV. C. ANG WIN: That is tlte l"is'-

tion, but tlley have anothter Option, atrfrather
the (3 overnnIielit Itave all 0option, atil it is t hat
they' can take thle landl if the' so desire and
pay compensation undetlr the Puhlic Work-
Act. WVill our lion1. nctilher tell tile. that anv
claims for compensation niaile Under thle Pub6-
lic Works Act lave not been aginlst
tihe interests of thle Governent ? Tile
prop osal is aIt onice nn iniIcenItive to
those, holding large areas whicht they'
are lot usiiig; to (lislpost of theta to tlte Oov-
ernient. The Bill eontaiua an invitation to
them to (d0 so. They wil Itthent get their full
value, andl in all probability somtethingiig
addition, because the G overntmentt lea ist take
action under tite 1'ubli. Wotrks At. This
I!; not a closer settleimenit Bill, it is
a Bill to enable the Gjoveriim~ent to acquire
additional landl from peopile who, at the
present time1, catnnot sell that land for the
amnount which they desire to get for it. Let
ale quote an instance, thle ease of a man
who valued his lanid at £:2,5011. He went to
the court under the Pu~blic Works Act, and
the court awarded hitn £4,000. In another
case where a man valued Ilis land at
£250, lie received 080,} There is an in-
stance of that description whiel can be
quoted where an owner in the (City of
Perth valued hlis tl(d for- taxatioti
purposes at £ I ,Olkl was awardedi about
!E8,1101. It is all very NwelI to say
thlat compiensation must he paid in ae-
corilauce with the provisions of the Public
Works Act. That Act, hlowever, is respell.

ible for awards far greater than the real
va Inc of the propelt ies. The court, in assess-
iing the value, toik es in to con sidie ratio n tI i
piositi on of thle tenanit as well. What
will hlappen if tllis land comnes tinder
tile closer svttlelnent seietine ? iterest
will hlave to iev chareged to meet the
pafymets~~t underlc the award given by' the
,otirt, and thte land Ileecnes so expell-

Siv tChint no small miail will be able to afford
to take it up. There are instance, to-day* with
whichi on. nmemblers are famuilia r, where too
nouchl las been pa id for land in th, piast evena
undier' the Lands Purchase Act, and this, too?
It , agreement, and not under an award of thle
couirt, and because of whlich it Itas not beven
poissible to unload. There are instances also
where tile G~overnlment ]lave Fild to redtie the
Itriec tonsidlerabily below thle nitount wli cli
thger paid for tlte laind to cian]l]e them to lit-
lose, of it for settlement putrploses. Therefore,
how can we call this a closer settlenient Bill?
It is far front being such a thing. There is.
only one way lby which we can bring about
closer settleniei, aiid that is he inposiii a
still tax oii those people wrio will not utilise
their land. Then it would he settled. Let a
stiff unoitmproved latnd tax be put on. That is
thle aide itethod.

Mr. A' Ic Call itin Siith: Vo ou ild iiot
tax the man who us~s his land?

lion. W. C. ANUWIN: Iam dealing with
thle Bill, which refers to land not used to its
full] productiveness. There are sonic holdings
(In which ri ng-barking has been done over
aI sttill area, and that smnall area is cultivated-
No d oubt the cearIing of thm t sin all a rea iII-
vol ved some considerable expenlse. Onl the
ba lattee of the holding at certatin alOMTi Of
rinRg-h arki ag has also beea doiie, but thnt is
not sit iliient itmprovemenit. The b.anl is wirtli
con~sidlerably more to the State for closer
settletient, thtan for tile running of a few
shteep or cattle oii the g-reater portion of it.
Therefore, an adequate unlimproved a nil valte
tax shoold be imiposed to brinlg such holdinigs.
inito compilete use. Only a few weeks ago I
toad tite pileasure of visiting Pitijarra, and them
it was; pointed out that eveii those working iii
thtat district, relatives of thle land owners-
owtners who are ptrepa red to sell if the' cart
get their price-were nt op~posedl to a land
tax, which they thoulght would assist land set-
tlemrent. It was stated that there were about
.sevetn settlers on thle river frontage, where
there is room for dozens. We visited a beauti-
ful orchard near Pinjarra, the owner of whichi
would probably be relieved, ulliler this Bill,
front paving tax onl tlhe remaining large area
Of lanud lie holds ill the district.

The Premier: You are quite wrong.
Hon. WV. C. ANOWIN: The Premier knowsa

that what I ant sayinig is true. The present
land tax is one-halfpenny iii thlt pound on the
ulnimI~proved valute of the land

The Premier: it is one pernl iii the po11und.
Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Not ifblone-third of

the lanidi is improved.
The Premier: But skon would not take that

orchard firom the man, would you
Hon. AV, C. ANCIWIN%: No ; T am not pro.

posing to touch the orchard. WVhat T mean is
that' the improvemnentm in the shape of the
orchard would he sufficient to relieve the titan,
ulnder this Bill,' fromn taxation on the remainder
of his holding. Take the case of a person irith
3,000 atcresl of land: if his income is £-15O a
year. and he has to pay a tax on a small portion
of his land, the amount of tax on the £250 income
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would be more than the land tax at I Kd in the
pound,

The Premier:- But without the exemption
the man would have to pay three times that
tax.

Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: This Bill does not
sky so.

The Premier: I am sure you are wrong.
Hon. W. C. ANGWTN: I 'nay be. 'r em

not a lawyer. However. I cannot read the
Bill in any other way. The measure mentions
three times, "subject to the provisions of the
Land and Income Tax Assessment Act, 1907,"
How is this Bill going to make for closer settle-
ment ?

The Premier: It trebles the land tax,
Ron. W. C. ANOWIN- How much is three

times nothing? Everything depends on the
imrvemnents. which have been made. When

I1 saial that blow in the newspapers that we
would probably have a Bill brought down for
closer settlement purposes, 7 thought the Premier
was about to do what his newspaper friends
have been tryxing to force him to do for two or
three years, aind bring down A 1Bi11 to tax people
who' would nut utilise their land, A 'Bill to tax
them to an extent which ir;nld compel themt to
sell their unused la~nd-to other persons who would
use it. -But the Premier has not done that.

The Premier: Yes, I have.
Hon. WV. C. ANOWVIN: If we have in this

State an enormous acreage of unimproved land
which persons have held for years, without
effecting any improvements whatever, we should
just pay them for that, land whatever they paid
for it, together with interest ; for the purpose
of the closer settlement we s1hould meke re-
saunption compulsory, subject to.- such terms
of payment

The Premier: Would you not par% for ire-
provenients ?

lifon. W. (. ANC4 WIN: I would not pay one
penny for the increased valmne given to the land
hy oither settlers around improving their hold-
ings.

Mr. Lamibert: Or by the construction of
railwavs.

lion . W. R~ AWOWIN : YeR.
The Premier: But you world pay for im-

provements, surely ?
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN:- I am not dealing

wit h improvements. I am speaking of land
held unimproved. But the e-;tra value given
to land by other settlers improving their holdings,
anid by the action of the Government in making
roads'and railwvay's and furnishing other faceili-
ties, that extra value, I say. should go to the
State. Under such a system the Government
would be in a position to encourage closer settle-
menit. because they could subdivide the land and
sell it at a reasonable price to men who 'will
use it. Land acquired by the Government
under this Eii will be simply a millstone round
the neck of the man, who, in turn, buys it fronm
the Government. Scores of thousands of acres
of land in this country were sold by the Govern-
ment at as low a price as 2s. (Id. per acre.

Mr. Underwood: Well. I would give the
owner 3s. per acre.

Hon. IV. C. ANGWIN: That would be fair
in some cases. I regret that the Premier should
try to bluff the Chamber that this is a closer
settlement. Bill. Th' t is pure bluff.

The Premier: I am net trying to bluff mem-
bers.

lion. W. C. ANGWIN: Ts it any wonder the
member for Sussex (Mr. Pickering) should
Support a Bill of this description ? True, he
says it is aimed at land-holder, in the South-
West. Are there in the Souith-West large
numbers of landholders who have obtained
heavy compensation f rom the Government for
land resumned ?

Mr. Pickering: A few.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I hope the Premier

will take the Bill Away, and sleep on it, and then
recast it as a genuine closer settlement Dill. By
no stretch of imagination could this be deemed
a Bill for the purpose of acquiring land for closet
settlement.

11r. O'LOGm.EN (Form-it) [8-ill:- 1 am
disappointed with this shandygaff measure.

'Mr. Underwood: Spot lliger!
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: No ; it is half-and-half.

In view of the strenuous propaganda work
accomplished through the Press, we could have
expected something better. The " West Aus-
tralian " has been putting uip leading articles
calling attention to the necessity for a tax on
unimproved land values. The need for such
taxation has been thundered through the land
for yearn. During the last general election I
thought new recruits for that policy wrere elected
on the other side of the lieusRe. But there has
been a remarkable silence from those recruits.
Speeches made by certain lbon, members during
the general election appear to have been for-
gotten. During the debate on thu Address-in-
reply, and onL subsequent occasions that offened,
I have not heard Any of thoste missions rins putting
un the proposals they xiee nderstood to favour.
They have bad amnple opportunity to do

so over since the ses-sion began.
'Member:- Some of t he new ones did.
Mr, O'LOOHFLEN:, That is true b ut oppor-

tunities have presented themnselves on three or,
four occasions. Following the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition, I say this Bill contains no
penaliling provision sufficient to prompt an
owner to se ll if he desires to hold his land. If he
desire,; to retain control of his property, the
penalty under this Bill u-ill not deter him from
doing so. For that reason no satisfactory results
are to be expected fromf the passing of the
measure. I have no intention of voting against
the second reading. 1f the Premier thinks
the effects of the measure will be beneficial, well
and good ; hut the people who in the past took
up large areas of Crown land end failed to im-
prove them-frequently, it is true, for lack of
sufficient mneans-should now be told plump
and plain that they must make the land avail-
able. In the early days it may have been advisable
to grant large areas of land in order to enco urage
people and capital to come into the country;
but as the community grows, and as the country
goes in for immigration, an economic law makes
itself felt, a law which has compelled Parliaments
all over the world to make the land available
to the people. The member for Sussex (Mr.
Pickering) instanced that various people have
taken up too large holdings in the wyheat belt
anid in the South-West, Fortunately, in the
South-West those people have been able to make
huge sums by selling the timber on their pro-
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perties. That has been one of the blunders of
our land system in the past. The hon. member
himself has been one of the fortunate onest in
this respect. We see it advertised in the Press
that he is the wealthiest man in Parliament.
He must have received immense sum- for the
large quantity of timber on his C.P. property.
]Deluded settlers riagharked large areas of country
but others are now reaping the reword of the
past folly of Governments.

Mr. lambert: They are the lazy ones.
Mfr. O'LODGWLEN: I will not say that.

They took up too much country to develop it.
They are Dot sil wealthy men like the member
for Suissex, a men of unlimited means. It seems

rmd oxical that we should he considering this
iUsat all, because our Agent-General in London,

who works wider specilio instructions, has been
advertising, at all events until very recently, ii
the "~ British Auntralasrian " in flaring head-
lines, across tbe front page, statements that
Western Australia hag millions of acres of Crown
land only awaiting the magic touch of man 's
hand to bring them into productivity. " Come
to Western Australia, we have millions of acres1
of land." We are considering a Bill to-uight
which will give the Government authority,
in the ease of a few owners -who are reluctant
to sub-divide their estate', to buy the whole
lot from them in order to let it out again in
smaller lets, I have seen a good deal of the
cutting up of large estates in the East. The
Government, who were friendly to the rural
producer, stepped in and acquired these pm'-
perties, subdivided them, and put them on the
market with the result that the new settler 'was
handicapped from the start. That is our ex-
perience in the South-West. Some of the estates.
in the South-West were reumed for returned
soldiers and retailed to them at too high a price..
With the interest charges, the soldier will not
be able to make headway for the next decade.

,Mr. Pickering: You cannot improve those
.properties to-day at the same price.

Mr O'LOGHLEN: The cost of materials
has gone up. That is all right so far as the
clearing the settlers have already done, but the
new clearing will very greatly handicap the
settler. I submit that we should. he guided by
the experience of the Past. The Avondale
estate was purchased from a member of Parlia-
ment for the sum of £547,000. This estate was
reported by two land inspectors as containting
1,700 acres of granite hills. After it came into
the hands of the Government it was hawked
from one end of the country to the other, and
the only hardy yeomant pettier who took up
any portion of it was Sir Newton Moore. He
took up one block. On the Rstimates we have
year after year an item for the maintenance and
upkeep of .that estate. Ast a closer settlement
proposition it was a dismal failure. Since then
we have had a. good deal of experience. We
have paid out over a million. pounds on these
various estates.

The Premier: It was withdrawn from re-
serve.

Mr. O'LOGWLEN: No one would take it
up at four or five poundsl an acre.

The Premier: Mr. Bath reserved it.
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: It was eventually turned

into a State farm, because something had to he

done with it, The Bill is rather a harmless
little affair, and is not going to accomplish
much. The member for Sussex (Mfr. Pickering)
has stated that the settler will get justice uinder
it, By aruiring property which the settler
cannot ufilise, and possibly cannot sell, the
board in its treatment of the settlers will go
beyond the realms of justice and over the- borders
of generosity. There are many people trying
to sell their farm to-day, but they are not able
to do so.

The Premier: Everyone is trying to sell
something.

iMr. O'LOGHLEN: If they see the opportunity
of selling through the agency of this board
they will unload a good deal of their land. I
regret that Western Australia, has not fallen
into line with the other progressive bodies in
the Commonwealth Take for instance the
Sydney municipality! They forced into use
some valuable idle lands,

Mr. Underwood: There is a lot of idle land
there,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The -Sydney municipality
derives an enormous revenue from taxation on
unimproved land, and through that agency
has been able to resume the slum areas% in Sydney.

Mr. 'Macallm Smith: Some Sydney coun-
cillors have derived revenue from other sources.

Mr. O'LOOHLEN: Just as some newspaper
proprietors have derived revenue from sources
just as questionahie.

Mr. Underwrood:. Where was the vacant land
in Sydney ?

31r. OtLOGELEN: The whole of Oxford-
street hea been resumed by the Sydney Council.

Mr. Underwood: Was it vacant land ?
MAr. O'LOOHLEN: This land now brings

in revenue which has enabled the* Sydney Council
to effect improvements which are thei admiration
of all beholders.

Mr. Sampson: And to reduce the rates.
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Yes.
Mr. Underwood: They were only there for

a year and then went out.
'Mr. 'LOGFTLEN: Cannot the bon. member

get party prejudice out of his vision for once ?
He is so steeped in his blind bigotry concerning
party affairs that he thinks, because Labour
councillors only held offie for 12 months, it
was not possible for them to do anything withir
that period. He has so. much unoccupied spats
in his head that be cannot appreciate my point-
Aprti from forcing into cultivation areas which
to-dav are unoccupied and unproductive of
revenue, the benefits derived from a scientific
system of taxing on unimproved land values are
enormous. Natulrally if the proposition is doing
its work the revenue Nwill diminish year by year.
If it is effective in its purpose, there will come
a time when there will be no revenue at all.
That is when the land is fully forced into pro-
duction,

The Premier: We have the Federal taxation
for that purpote.

Air. &"LOOHLEN: That is not a scientific
system. The Federal tax has bad the effect
of breaking up large estates which no State tax
could net at.

Mr. Underwood: How many has it brokena
upY

Mr. OtLOCHLEN: There are numben' of
estates in Victoria and New South Wales that
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have been affecteA in this way. I can procure
the necessary statistics in five minutes if the
hon. member so desires. We cannot be blind
to facts and experience. The Federal law
Operates becauste some States refused to do their
duty. It ve-uld have been better for Western
Australia if ire had stepped in prior to the im-
position of the Fcderal tax, and obtained the
reventie which the Federal Government have got
from our land and from every other activity we
poss"S.

The Premier: They would have taken it all
the ame.

Mr. O'LOCtMEN: We woold have had
some of it before they started.

The Premier: Let us have a liquor tax!
Nr. O'LOGRfLEN: I am not going to oppose

the Bill, but I do not think there is much utility
about its provisions. I do nut think we shall be
able to say we have accomplished much in the

7a of the closer settlemf-nt of our lands, The
ony penalty clause in the Bill is to trebl1e the

tax already imposed, which amounts to practically
nothing. I therefore have not muceh hope of any
benefit being derived from the Bill. I do
think that the Premier, being guided--

The Premier: By you!
Mr. O'LOGHLEN :-s he is, by such a

powerful newspaper as the " West Australian "
which generally indicates the Government policy,
and is able to give a forec'~st of what that policy
is likely to lie and generally hits the mark, could
have brought forward a stronger proposal than
this.

lkr. Wlleock: They are five miles out in this
Bill.

Aft O'LOGHLEN ; I think they are about 7I
miles out. The leader writer of that journal
has written magnificent articles on the question
of taxing on unimproved land values, and I
am now waiting to see his comment on this Bill.
It will probably not be satisfactory to the
Premier.

MTr. Pickering: More taxation!
Mr. O'LOGRLEN: No doubt the hon. member

will do his best to avoid ta~atioa, just as other
people do, If the Bill is to he effective and live
up to its title as a proposition for the closer
settlement of our lands it should contain such
provision as will force into use land which to-
day is held out of production. I amn not en-
thusiastic about the Bill. We want closer
settlement and want to get people to go upon
our land. A lot of the land that we have looked
upon as worthless is now found to he of value.
The chemist has been at work and experience
has shown us, as was the case with the Spanish
settlement in the South-West, what can be won
from inferior soil. Rather than force people
to take up inferior soil, we should make the best
of our unutilised lands available for them. A
school bell is preferable to a sheep hell, hut
this Bill will not bring more schools into existence,
and will not have the effect the title claims for it.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [8.25] : I
regret the Premier has seen fit to deal in
such a harmless way with probably the most
important problem concerning the State to-
dlay. The Premier knows that his financial
embarrassment is duo to the fact that we
have a capital of £1I6,000,000 or £17,000,000

invested in our railway system. Probably
50 per cent, of the utilisable land lying ad-
jacent to our railways is idle to-day. I1 am
surprised to think that with the practical
knowledge the Premier has, both of the neces-
sity for improving our financial position in
the first place, and secondly the necessity
for utilising our unutilised laud;, he should
hove brought in a measure of this kind. The
Leader of the Country Party dealt with a lot
of ancient history regarding the earlier ac-
quirement of land in Western Australia. It
matters nothing to us whether the people
who are the owners and possessors of land
to-day acquired it by grant from the Int-
penial Government or whether they pur-
chased it or obtained it by any othcr legiti-
miate means. The fact remnains. they are the
possessors. of the land to-day, and as re-
presenting the people of this State we have
to deal with them in a reasonable manner,
in their relationship to this State and to the
interests of the State. Probably the hon.
member would have a better knowledge of
the land acquired by some of those..he has
a veneration for, namely the aristocracy of
England, Ireland, and Scotland, and their
right to possess the land which they hold to-
day of such great value. We have land ad-
jacent to our railway system suitable for
closer settlement. The chemist has to a
large extent overeome many of the climatic
and other conditions, which retarded the
proper utilisation of our soil in the past.
To-day almost any soil can be utilised for
one purpose or another. To-day it is due
only to stupid ignorance on the part of those
who held land that it is not utilised to the
fullest extent.

Mr. Underwood: Hare you ever tried?
Mfr. LAMBERT: I1 have tried to teach

the ho0n. member how land can better be
utilised. It is not my fault if I hatev not
had time to utilise it myself. A mistake was
made iu the earlier settlement of our more
extensive areas in regard to the building
and development of railways. We should
have had a betterment tax on the land which
was acquired when these railways were built.
-It is remarkable that in the few years we
have spent £10,000,000 or £12,000,000 in
building railways, a great proportion of the
land affected was acquired for speculative
purposes before the railways were built. It
was a notorious fact a few years ago that
there were those who were closely in touch
with the Government, and were able to get
information as to the proposed routes of
railways. We need not deal with that ques-
tion to any great extent, except to say that
this iniquitious system operated to such an
extent that it held up a considerable por-
tion of our productive lands.

The Minister for Works: To what district
do you refer?

Mr. LAMBERT: The Minister does not
want to make us believe he does not know of
certain land that was ac-quired by men in the
know regarding a pruipused railway route,
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which knowledge enabled them to purchase
land for speculative purposes.

The Minister for Works: Well, I do not
know.

Mr. LAMBERT: Do not let the Minister
assume such innocence. Let us deal with this
question in a serious annmer.

The 'Minister for Works: I am serious.
Mr. LAMBERT: To-day the finances of

the State are going to the bad to the extent
of from one-half to three-quarters of a mil-
lion pounds per anumn. I agree with the
member for Sussex (Air. Pickering) that we
cannot tax the people much nmore thtan they
are taxed at the present time. The only
salvation for Western Australia lies iu the
direction of increased production and that
should be encouraged by every means. From
that standpoint, I regret that the Premier haes
brought down what I consider a very harm-.
less measure. Many members somewhat doubt
the productiveness of our soils, and the
South-West has been particularly referred to.
I would remind lion, members that the South-
West is not the only portion of the State
to which a closer settlenment Bill might apply.
I recently visited portion of the South-West
and saw different properties in various stages
of development. I saw one which was a
credit to the owner, and which should be seen
by- every farne,- in Western Australia 'who
haes any regard for tine higher farning of our
lands. I refer to the property owned by tine
member for North Perth (Mr. 'Macaldlun,
Smith).- That lion.- member acquired a pro-
perty which, was then of little productive
vnlue. lie dealt with it hy means of proper
drainage and liming of the soil. He laid out
the land in a reasonably scientific manlner and
now he has got that land to such a pitch
that it is a credit to him, an examplc which
is being emulated by many farmers in that
part of the State.

The Miutister for Works: TIPelhas p~aved the
soil with sovereigns.

Mr. Wilson: What, and lie a9 Scotsman!
Mr. LAMBERT: If lie does nt get the

benefit from it, others will. If lie has paved
the soil with sovereigjs and it is not prov-
ing a business proposition, it is the only un-
businesslike undertaking the member for
North Perth haes ever indulged iii.

The 'Minister for 'Works: You are quite
correct there.

Mir. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. LAMBERT: That property has been,

developed, even thoughi at the cost of a con-
siderable amount of money, on bi-oad and
common sense lines. The methods by which
that property' was developed, can be applied
to hundreds of thousands of acres in the
South-West. I do not care whether the in-
dividual possesses the money necessary to
develop the land on such lines, but I hope
the Governiment, by leading scientific knnw-
ledge through the efforts of the expert offic-
ers, will encourage hundreds of farmers to
develop their properties on a scientific basis
in that fertile part of the State. T ani not
prepared to believe that the Premier is in-

sincere in bringing forward this measure.
I hope he is as sincere as I believe
he is, and that he will accede to
the desire of the House not to confis-
cate land, but to make the owners of
the land realise their responsibility to the
State. We cannot continue with the present
system of financial drift, andl at the same
time lock up big acreages alongside an on-
paying railway system. To that extent, it is
the bounden duty of every member of this
House to try to Perfect a system which will
bring into production every cultivable sere
coming within the scope of this measure. I
believe the measure can be improved, and
that when the powers provided by it are ex-
ercised, it will bring land within the juris-
diction of the board. When a man receives a
notice that his land is to be brought within,
the scope of the board, he should be compelled
to declare the value of that land. If the
towner of the land is not prepdred to sub-
divide his property, then the Government
should exercise the right to tax bus upon the
value he himself places upon the p)operty.
Failing that, the Government should have the
right to p~urchase it at the price at which
the owner himself has assessed the property.
Nothing could be fairer than that. I hope
the lPreimier will give consideration to that
question. It works'successfully and equit-
ably in New Zealand.

The Premiier: 1 do0 not think so.
Mr. Latham: Not on those lines.
Mir. LAMBERT: For taxation lurposes,

tine owner of a property declares the value of
his land, and the Government in New Zea-
land can come in and acquire it at any time
at the valuation the owner places upon01 it.

Mr. Munsie: For taxation purposes.
Mr. 5fcCallum: Plus 10 per eeot.
Mr. LAMBERT: That is~the position. I

only hope the Prem~ier will take heed of the
constructive criticism hie lies beard] during the
discussion of this measure, criticism which
may go far to improve the working of the
Bill and result in much additional land being
acquired and brought into productivity.

Mr. SAMPSON (Sw-an) [8.37]: 1 ann
rather surpriseid that the Bill has not gone
further. I had hoped that some method of
taxation, having for its object the forcing
into use of those unutilised and unproduc-
tive lands within our State, would have been
brought dow-n. I can assure the member for
Forrest (Mir. 0 'Ioghlen) that in this respect
I have never wavered. The unfortunate posi-
tion of the State tn-day has largely been
hi-ought about because our lands are not
being used to the fullest extent.

The Premier: It is on account of the want
of people.

M.\r. SAMPSO'N: Speaking of tile "-ant of
paiple, I would] like to instance a ease which
came under my notice. A young friend of
mine being desirous of becoming a pro-

Mr. Teesdnlez Whant sex?
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Mr. SAMPSON: Male. For the purpose of
the Act, I understand that I'male'' embraces
''female. " However, this friend of mine
was anxious to take up land. That young
man had to travel a distance of 14 miles
from the railway before lie could obtain land
such as lie desired. That is a pathetic circum-
stance when we realise the vast tracts of
country in Western Australia that are not
being used. It is because of the non-utilisa-
tion of our lands that our railways are in-
curring their present losses. Last year the
railways were faced with a loss of £418,000.
If a vigorous policy in regard to the taxation
of land, not at present utilised, were brought
forward, much land would be forced into use.
The present Bill places upon the Government
the necessity for taking the initiative. Tf
the unoccupied land were taxed, it would
place the onus upon the owner of that land
of paying additional taxation-

The Minister for Works: Or selling up.

Mr. SAMPSON: I suggest that the tax
should be made sufficiently heary to make
hin use the land or else part with it. I do not
bnow that we are doing a man a kindness in
permitting him to hold land which he is not
using and has no reasonable opportunity of
using. This trouble exists in the South-West
to-day and is t.' be seen in the wheat areas
as well.

Mr. Latham: Not freehold land.

Mr. SAMPSON: It exists to a consider-
able extent. There are thousands of acres,
as the member for York (Mr. Latham)
knus, which are unutilised, and the present
holdprs of which have no opportunity of
bringing into use.

Mr. Latham: Not in the wheat areas.
Mr. SAMIPSON: If a man desires to hold

land for prospective heirs, or in order to
beneflt from the improvements effected by
his labours-

The Minister for Works: You do not ob-
ject to a man providing for a family.

Mr. SAMUPSON: I have no objection to
that at all, but when the man, to whom I have
referred, is forced to go 14 miles away from
a railway, hon. members will appreciate that
fromt an economic standpoint, it is both un-
sound and unfair. No one at the present
time should he forced out to such a distance.
The cost of bringing land into cultivation
uinder suec, circumstances is v-cry much higher
than would be the case if the land were
neater to a railway. Wherever we go through-
out the country, we have an opportunity of
viewing such land and we have the opportun-
ity of appreciating that fact on train jour-
neys throughout the State, for in travelling
we pass mile after nmile in the aggregate, of
land which is absolutely unutilised.

Mr. Pickering: Where was that?
Mr. SAMPSON: I am sorry- that the Bill

does not embrace the features I desire, and
surely what I have advocated is in the best
interests of the State! However, the Bill
does aim at doing something and I shall sup-

port the second reading. It is a disappoint-
ment to uje, because I had hoped from the
statements I have heard since I have been in
the House, that a genuine effort to force
these unutilised and unproductive lands into
use, would have been made by the Govern-
ment.

Mr. LATHAM (York) [8.43): 1 support
the Bill and although it is not one such as
members would have liked to see before
them, it is a step in the right direction.
When it has been read a third time, it
will commined itself nmore to most hon.
members. I hope the Premier will make
provision regarding the board of valuers, so
that someone in the district where the land
resumptions are to be 'made, will he ap-
pointed to that tribunal. Such a person will
have some knowledge of the land in that dis-
trict. There is provision for expert ad-
visers, such as financial officials and repre-
sentatives of the Lands and Surveys De-
partment, but those officers do not know
a great deal about the utility of the
land itself in particular districts. I
would suggest that he get a nomination
from the local governiug body for the par.
ticular district and that the appointee be
made available at a fee whenever it is
necessary for the board to sit. It would
not be very costly, and would meet the re-
quireanents of the measure. I congratulate
the Premier on the alternatives provided
in the Bill. I do not think any other Act
of Parliament provides alternatives such as
this one does. Provision is made for sub-
dividing and also for the treble tax. A lot
has been said by members of the Opposi-
tion regarding the treble tax. It will be
quite easy to amend the Bill so that there
shall be a treble tax. We can provide that
Section 17 of the Land and Income Tar
Assessment Act shall not apply to land
declared under this Act to be required for
resumption. Dealing with the tax, there is
nothing to prevent us from providing that
no exemptions at all shall be allowed. Land
once set aside and declared by the board
under the Act to be required, should he put
beyond the pale of all the exemption clauses
uinder the Land] and Income Tax Assessment
Act. I suggest to the Premier that, instead
of adopting the proposed provision referring
to compensation, the section in the New
Zealand Act should be adopted. It states
that the unimproved value of the land shall
be deemed to be the amounit on which the
unimproved value is assessed in the district
valuation roll. -1I read that to mean the
v-alue which the owner himself has put on
the land for taxation purposes. In the
Taxation Department there is a valuation
on a man 's property and the valuation is
put on it by the man himself. I would even
go so far as to say that the value should be
the value for taxation plus 10 per cent.,
and that on this value the resumption
should be made. Tbere could be no injury
to anyone under such a provision, because
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a man whose land was not brought under
this measure would have the exemptions
provided under the Land and Income Tax
Assessment Act, In this State at present
there is a great inclination to keep land
values down. I consider this is a step in
the wrong direction. The other day a
gentleman and I had a look at a block of
land and, after assessing the value of the
improvements, he asked me what I thought
the land was worth. I replied that I
thought £2 10s. an acre. He said, ''We
will see how the rates are."' We got the
rate book from the road board office and
found that the value of that block was
129. 6d. an acre. It was freehold.

The Minister for Works: That is a mat-
ter of opinion.

Mr. LATHAM: Yes, but it does not look
nice when you tell a man land is worth
£2 10s. or £3 to ftnd that it is valued at only
12s. 6d. an acre.

The Minister for Works: But that would
be the land in its unimproved state.

Mr. Underwood: Could you get more if
yon sold it?

Mr. LATTHAM: Yes, we could get for all
our land more than the values shown in the
local governing body's books or shown in
the Taxation Department's records.

Mr. Davies: 1s not that common with all
road boards?

-Mr. LATHLAM : Yes, but it is a bad
practice. There should be no objection to
putting the value somewhere nearer the
mark and decreasing the rate struck. If
we make provision in this measure, as sug-
gested by the Premier, that the land be
trebly rated, and if we have power to re-
sume on the valuation of the owner, there
will be a possibility of getting better values
shown in our books than is the ease to-day.
I hope the Premier will take into considera-
tion the section of the New Zealand Act
which deals with resumption under their
closer settlement law. I also want to see
provision made in this Bill for sufficient
laud being retained for a man's family.
There might be a family of young children
and, when resumptions are being made,
sufficient land should be reserved for them.

The Premier :He can keep all he is
utilising.

Mr. LATHAM,: So long as that is so , I
shall be satisfied. I do not want this
measure to be made the means for unload-
ing a lot of useless property on to the Gov-
ernment. The State cannot afford to in-

dulge in this kind of thing, and it cannot
afford to have locked up along the railways
the valuable land that to-day is locked up.
Some of the land in the York electorate is
not wheat land. It is more valuable as
dlairying land, and I hope this will be
brought under the provisions of the
measure.

The Minister for Works : You propose
that the Government should tell a man how

Ifarm his land?

Mr, LATHAM: Yes, if necessary.

Mfr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [8.52]: I
intend to support the Dill. Unlike other
members, I am not very mueh disappointed
in connection with the Bill because, knowing
the position fairly well as regards available
land in Western Australia, I do not think
that the Bill is required at all. I had some
experience of repurchased estates and found
that the Government had purchased estates
which remained on their hands for years. It
was not a question of getting land to put the
settlers on, bat a question of getting settlers
to go on the land. I could mention quite a
number of estates. The Yandanooka, estate
was a fairly large one. When I was last a
member of Cabinet, we were still arguing
about that. When I was in the Scaddan,
Government we were trying to sell it. When
I was in the Lefroy Government we were
still trying to sell it. I remember also that
,ve had the Bowes estate near Geraldton and
the Narra Tarra estate, and I can well remem-
ber a deputation coming to me and request-
ing that the Government reduce the rent.
We were told that the settlers could not
possibly pay the amount at which the land
had been sold, and it was reduced. I re-
member also the Harvey estate. In 1916 I
travelled down the Bunbury line. We had a
number of unemployed at that time and I
was looking for work for them. I found that
we had about 30,000 acres of Government
land in the vicinity of the Bunbury line.
There were 2,000 or 3,000 acres at Burrekup.
It looked good land and if the member for
Coolgardie were hero I would sell it to him
now. We cleared about 1,000 acres of land
at Harvey. It was some of the cheapest
clearing ever done in the State and it was
well (lone.

Mr. 2slact~allum Smith: It has grown up
sin1ce.

'Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes. We cleared it
at something like £4 109. an acre. It was
mostly done by unemployed. After :t was
cleared, it remained unoccupied and the
scrub grew up again. It looked good land
and the experts, Mr. O'Connor and Mr.
Moody both told me it was good land, but
still no one would take it.

The Premier: It is taken up now.
Mr. Munsic: It n-as not taken up because

the Government were asking £12 an acre for
it.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: We were not asking
anything approaching that. We were not
asking even £0 an acre for it. Still, we got
no applicants for it.

Mr. M.Nunsie: You did not make it known
that it w-as available at £6 an acre or you
would have soon got rid of it. I made sev-
eral applications while you were Minister,
and could not ge-t a block for less than £12
an acre.

Mr. TJNDERWOOD: The hon. member
could have got it for a lot less thn that.

Mir. Mfunsie: I did not w-ant it for my-
self but for others.
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Mr. UNDERWOOD: If anyone wants to
buy land at present, there are some appar-
ently fairly, che.,ap places.

M r. Pikring: Quite so.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: I have heard of sev-

eral places for sale, and it seems to me that
the sellers must be losing money on thenm.

Mr. Pickering: So they are.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: There were mem-

bers of this House, including myself, who
took up wheat lands and almost everyone of
them lost money. The latest information I
had was that there were about 700 forfeited
farms on the Agricultural Bank. With
that number Of farms on the Agricultural
Bank, do we want to be buying more? I am
putting these facts before members that they
may not be led away by the exuberance of
verbosity. There ari facts to be considered.
Anyone who wants land can get it in the
vicinity of a railway. The member for For-
rest (Mr. O'Loghlcn) spoke about filling up
the great empty spaces around Darling Har-
bour in Sydney and about closer settlement
in the shims, and the building of flasts not
with merely a ground floor but three or four
storeys high.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Taxation methods have
led to that.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: These slums were
resumed by the New South Wales Govern-
ment and not by the municipal council.

Mr. 0 'Loghien: You are wrong. The
whole resumption was made by the city coun-
cil.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I find that I have
made miscalculations and I think other mem-
bers are doing likewise. I was under the im-
pression that a progressive land tax would
break up the big estates. The Federal Gov-
ernment introduced a fairly solid progres-
sive land tax some 10 years or more ago but
it has not broken up the big estates.

Mr. Latey: They still have the exemption.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: An exemption of

£5,000 but a £5,000 estate is not a big es-
tate. The Act has not broken up the £50,000
estate. The exemption of £5,000 makes no
difference. There are many large estates
still existing in the East. The member for
York referred to the road board valuations.
I an, sore large numbers of people in this
State would be prepared to sell their land
at the value placed upon it by the road
board. I had a small place, and I sold it
at considerably less than the road board
valuation. It was in the best part of the
wheat belt.

Mr. 0'Loghlen: You sold it two years
too soon.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Possibly I sold it just
in time. Members cannot expect too much
from the Bill. I do not think that at pre-
sent, with our huge -area of lard and our
sparse population, we shall get any very
great settlement by legislation. Until we
have people looking for land, it is not of
much use making that land available. I do
not think the Bill will have any influence.
This is the 47th board we have appointed this

session, and I trust the Premier will see to
it that the board does not cost too much. In
my opinion it will cost infinitely more than
the value we shall get from the Bill.

Mr. RICHARDSON (Subiaco) [9.1]: After
the eleqluent speeches we have heard from
time to time regarding unimproved land
values taxation as being the best meethod of
bringing vacant land into production, I feel
disappointed that the Premier, in bringing
down a Bill for closer settlement, has not
made somne effort to bring that system of
taxation into operation. Still, he is to he
congratulated on his courage in bringing
down a Bill of this description. While the
principle is right, yet in my opinion the
methods to he employed in doing what we de-
sire, namely, the breaking up of unused
estates along the railway lines, are practic-
ally wrong. The Bill looks to be an inno-
cent little measure, but there are in it points
worthy of consideration. I agree entirely
with the remarks of the member for North-
East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin) when
he says the triple tax will not he paid. I
have gone carefully into the Land and In-
come Tax Assessment Act of 1907 and, re-
viewing the Bill, I am of opinion that anyone
who desires to do so -will be able to escape
the triple taxation. That being really the
only penal clause in the Bill, the land
owners will be in the same position as they
are to-day. Apparently the Premier has
brought down this measure in the belief that
the triple tax will be paid. I hope that
w'hen in Committee the Premier will make
the provision so stringent that no matter
what happens the triple tax will have to be
paid. At the present time a man can get
out out of it by paying his income tax and
so evading his land tax. If there is no land
tax to be paid, that man cannot be called
upon to pay his triple tax.

The Premier: Oh, yes, he can.
Mr. RICHARDSON: I fail to see where

that is provided. The member for North-
East Frenmantle dealt very fully with the
question.

The Premier: He was wrong, too.
Mr. RICHARDSON: It remains for the

Premier to prove that in his reply to the de-
bate. One phase of the question which none
of the speakers have touched upon is this:
It is desirable that we shall bring into opera-
tion those lands abutting along our rail-
ways. It has been pointed out that practic-
ally half a million is going into the deficit.
each year by reason of the loss on the rail-
ways. If we can do anything to reduce tbat
loss we shall be justified in doing it. The
only reasonable method is by imposing an
unimproved land tax to such ail extent that
the -idle lands along the railways will be
thrown on to the market. It is of no use
bringing population here unless we have lands
for them to settle upon, and those are the
very lands we want. The member for Pil.
bara (Mr. Underwood) was right when he
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said we have much lauid available and that
it could be easily' settled if we had the popu-
lation. But -we require to get people settled
near to railway lines, and -so we must take
steps to force the owners of the unused lands
along the railways to sell. The Bill will make
the Government the sellers of that land. In
my opinion we are not justified in doing that
if there he some other means of selling that
land to the men who desire to farm it. If an
unimproved land tax were placed on those
unused lands somne of the holders would pay
the tax. It must be remembered that would
help meet the deficit on the railways. Other
holders, who could see no sense in paying
the tax without reaping any reward fronm
the land, would, sell their lad to those who
desired to buy it.

Mr. Harrison: It would require a very
large tax to do that.

Mr. RICHARDSON: We should be justi-
fled in imposing very heavy taxation. Those
lands were taken tip f or speculative pur-
poses, and if the owniers will not utilise them
we are justified in taxing them clean off the
land. However those people would be agree-
able to selling their land to any former who
wanted it, and the Government would be re-
lieved of the financial responsibility of hand-
ling the land, and so would not have to wait
25 or 30 years for the repayment. I mme-
diately the buyer of the land took it over
and improved it he would escape the taxa-
tion.

Mr. Macalhurn Smith: There wvould be no
tax at all.

Mr. RICHIARI)SON: None except the ex-
isting landl tax. It senms to me we are comn-
pelled to vote for the Bi1l1 because there is
nothing better offered to uts. To my thinking
it is not a good Bill, notwithstanding which
I must vote for it. I an' surprised that, in
view of the expressions of feeling in this
House from time to time, the Premier has
not brought down a Bill imposing unimproved
land values taxation.

Mr. Piesse: You want confiscation.
Mr. RICHARDSON: Nothing of the sort.

We want the owners of the land to use it or
allow others to use it. The Government should
not be responsible for the as of this land if
there he other means of compelling the owners
to sell it direct to those who want to farm it,
Under the Bill the Government will be taking
on a big responsibility. The member for York
rightly said he did not want the Government
to be loaded up with all these lands. What
is going to happen if the Bill be passed? In
consequence of the triple taxcation a large
number oa land owners will offer their land
for sale, and the Government will be eorn-
Idlled to take it from thern and probably
hoeld it for years.

Mr. Money: The Government will not
handle it unless it is required.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I am suspicious of a
Bill which gives the Government power to
take over all those lands. It has been done
in the past and, according to the member for

Villiara, those lands are still hldt by the, Uov-
erment.

Mr. Harrison: They are all gone now.
.%r. RlICH'ARDSON : Then' it is onlyv quite~

recently. If there are other legitiiiiate means
wherehy the land can lie forced into opern-
tion without passing to the Government at all,
it is; the duty' of the Government to see that
the taxpayers are not saddled with that in-
c-ubits. I believe that hy means of an uim-
proved land values taxation those lands "ould
be gradually brought into operation. The
owners would either use them or sell them to
farmners. In the mecantime we would be reap-
ing a revenue by mleans of the tax.

The Premier: What about the 'nan with-
nut money who wants to go on the land? Ile
is in the majority.

Hr. RICHARDSON: We still have plenty
of Crown lands open for selection.

Mrs. Cowan: But not adjacent to a rail-

.Mr. RICHARDSON: We have to bring
tinto cultivation those lands along the rail-
ways, and the proper way to do it is by ii.
posing uflniroved land values taxation. I
hope that, before the Bill goes through, the
Premaier will agree to embody that principle in
it. It would work out to the best intlests
of the State, relieve the Government of a
great deal of financial responsibility and be
of benefit generally. I intend to vote for the
second reading because, as I have nlt-cad 'v
said, we have nothing better offering, but I
hope the Premier will agix'. to :,ntend the
Pill in Committee.

Mr. SIMONS (East Perth) [9.141: Those
members who were returned to advocate
eloser settlement stimulated by an unim-
proved land tax, are somewhat disappointed
with the measure submitted.

The Premier: There is plenty of land tax
-Federal, State and local authority.

M r. SIMONS: But not enough to break up
big estates. While this measure does Dot
fully satisfy those of us who feel that there
is a land hunger waiting to be met, yet
we have to accept it because there is
nothing better offering. The measure has
this merit, that whilst it will not take us as
far along the road of progressive settlement
as wre would wish, it will still take us a
sufficient part of the way to warrant our
Support. Every Government, no matter
what party it originates from, should be
supiported in its legitimate effort to
turn our unutilised acres into productivity.
There is nothing more necessary in Aus-
tralia than this. It is useless to talk of
attracting people unless accessible areas
aire provided for those whom we invite here.
I do not believe any of us would seriously
subscribe to a policy of confiscation. While
many of use may be envious of some of the
big land holders of this country, in all fair.
ncas and in all reason, the nation must
recognise tbe hardships which have been
buffered by the early pioneers. We must
also realise that members of the families
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of those pioneers are deserving of some
consideration at the hands of the State.
Great and heroic battles have been fought
in the past, which very few of us in this
House have ever been called upon to face.
We would be a basely ungrateful commu-
nity if we dlid not recognise some rights on
the part of the families whose forebears
have gone out into the wilderness and
helped to make this a habitable country.

Mir. Troy: Even .to the third and fourth
generation.

MNr. SIMlONS : Having conceded that
righit, we have to ascertain some way in
which we can protect the rights of those
people who have kept the country in a
stagnant condition. The Bill is deserving
of support because it will carry us part of
the way in that direction. It should be the
function of every Government to provide
facilities for those citizens who have the
instinct to go upon. the land, and to eater
and make provision for the man who has in'
his heart the ambition and desire in the
words of the poet, "To see a home 'mid
acres widely sown, and call the smiling
landscape all his Own.'' That expresses a
wonderful creative instinct, and an anmbitious
desire which it should be the duty of every
member of Parliament to help to satisfy. I
believe we all subscribe to the doctrine that
this great unpeopled country of ours Cannot
be held by the white race unless we can get
inure of our own kind into it. We have to
support every measure that will tend
towards that end. There has been a good
deal of talk about a million farmis for -a
million farmers in Australia. 'While many
people may believe that is a rather high-
falutin scheme, I say it has much to com-
mend it. If we aim big, we shall get some-
where, hut if we aimt low, we shall hit
nothing. This Bill is not the big healthy,
robust child we might have expected,
but a weakling though it is, it will
go a little way towards the ideal of a
million farms. If we view the laud history
of the State and note what has happened
along some of the oldest of our railway
lines, we find that big land areas have
been- locked up and held by a few people.
Something must be done to bring them into
productivity. Because this measure will go
a part of the way, it is our duty to support
it. To-night we have been given examples of
two big areas which -were bought in the vicin-
ity of Geraldton somne years ago. I would not
lilke to see the policy of land resumption
judged by the experience of properties
which are far remote from thle markets and
fnr away front the confines of civilisation.
This Bill may throw into use lands which
are within 100 miles of the city of Perth.
We must not in our ideas of land settlement
ever minimise the derogntory influence that
distance exercises ogniust the extension of
development throughout. Western Australia.
Take the case of a couple who are
asked to go out, perhaps 200 miles

away f romn Perth, and to take a young
famtily to be reared in those outback
places. We can not blame them if they hesi-
tate. Outside a distance of 100 miles frotu
the city, there is a zone which is beyond the
highest amedical attention that should be
available in ease of a grave family crisis. The
thought of going so far away from the big
centres of population is enough to deter any-
one. Thle family would be so far removed
from immnediate skilled medical attention that
this in itself would constitute a deterrent to
land settlement. If we can bring into use
some of the areas in. Toodyay or the Pin-
jarra districts by a measure of this kind, we
shall be doing a great service to the country.

Mr. Munsie: You will not get much land at
Pinjarra.

Mr. SIMONS: I think there is a good deal
of fine land there. A measure such as this will
give a new lease of life to some of those
places Which for 60 years or more have been
nothing more than villages which have re-
main ed undeveloped for decades.

Mr. Macalum Smith: We will take up a
block.

Mr. PIESSE (Toodyny) [9.20]:- 1 feel
that this Bill is all that Parliament can be
asked to Pass. It will give the Governor
power to acquire estates when they are in a
position to purchase them. Titers is a wrong
cotUeeption] on the part of nmembers in regard
to the holders of big estates. My impression
is that they think it is their intention to hold
these estates at all costs. I have spoken to
the owners of fairly large estates adjacent
to a railway, atd the objection they have
to subdividing them is that people will buy
those Sections Of the property that are in the
nmidst of the holding and leave a large pro-
portion of tlte land on the hands of the sel-
lers. The Government can take the risk of
selling the balance of the property if they
acquire estates, though I feel sore that a good
deal of those properties will remain on their
hands for some time. There is not the great
land hunger that some people imnagine. I
know of a fairly large area which has been
offered for sale in vain.

'Mr. Pickering: At very good prices too.
Mr. PlES5SE: At a reasonable price, and

the land is fairly well improved. There is
some land out to the north of Toodyay which
is of great value and is very suitable for
closer settlement. There is no desire on the
part of people to purchanse that land.

'Mr. Willeeck: Surely!
Mr. P] ESSE: Let the Government take

uip one estate on trial. I feel sure that a
fairly large proportion even of this estate
would be left en their hands. Not every es4-
tate is suitable for closer settlement. This
has been shown in other instances where the
Government have repnrchased estates, and a
proporton of them have been left on their
hands for a considerable period. The
proper method of increasing settlement
is by holding more railways. There
is anl area of a quarter of a million
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acres in my electoiate, highly suitable and
offering at a tithe of the cost that the Gov.
emninent cean purchase ether estates for. If
they purchase the freehold of land it will cost
the new settler at least £4 or £5 an acre to
take it over. I could show the Government
thousands of acres of land in the northern
portion of my electorate where land very
similar to it has yielded 30 bushels to the
acre. All that it needs is water and railway
communication. It is no use leaving large
areas like this unoccupied for lack of proper
fatcilities. If the Government have the money
with which to repurchase estates, they must
bare the money with which to build railways
to more profiable areas. If estates which
are lying adjacent to the railways, some of
whit-h are only partially improved and others
highly improved, are purchased, there are not
the people in the State ready to take thenm
uip at their true market value. Until both
money, and people arrive here, it will not pay
the Government to take up too many of these
estates. I see nothing wrong with the Bill,
which gives power to the Government to ac-
quire freehold estates when necessary.

Mr. WTLLCQCK (Geraldtoa) E9.26]: In
-view of what happened at the recent elec-
tions I1 think that the Govern meat bare a man-
date from the country to bring in a Bill to
provide for an unimproved land values tar.
Possibly they have introduced the Bill now
before us in 'place of the other system in order
to interpret the feeling of the Hiouse. It was
a disappointment to most members that the
Government took this means of briuging our
idle land into use. If a vote were taken on
the question whether this Bill should be.
passed, or whether another Bill should be in-
troduced initiating the policy of unimproved
land values taxation, there would be no
doubt that the latter Bill would hare the
majority vote. I do not think the neciessity
-for this Bill is so apparent as it has been in
the Eastern States. Had a Labour Govern-
meat introduced it, even in its mildest form,
it would have been howled at by the Tory
Press, and they would have referred to it a.'4
being a method of confiscation. There is noth-
ing much of a confiscatory nature about the
Bill.

Hion. W, C. Angwia: They would have had
us pay to the very last penny.

Mr. WILLOOCK: It would have been used
as a big stick with which to bent the Labour
dog. In New South Wales and Queensland,
when similar Bills were brought in, people
went to the extent of decrying the value of
the land of those States from the loan point
of view merely because the Governments had
introduced Bills of that description. This Bill
is an admission on the part of the Govern-
ment, just as the Soldier Settlement 'Bil was
an admission, that they have not large areas
of Crown lands. available near existing rail-
Wars.

Mr. Munie: We are told there are .3,001)
acres at Burrekcup.

Mr. WILLCOCK: There is quite a satis-
factory explanation for the views put for-
ward by the member for Pilbara. in regard tu
the taking up of land during the years that
he was a member of the Lef roy and Seaddan
Governments. At that time nearly all our
men were away at the war. There was no
imnmigration and no indncement to people to
come hn: e.

Mr. Mauin: That does not apply to the
Scaddan Government.

Mr, Munsie: There was noin of that land
acquired until after the war.

"Mr. WILLCOCK: Had the war not takenl
place, that land would not have been idle for
nearly so long as it was. As soon as the war
n-as over and our soldiers returned it was
rapidly taken uip. There is very little of the
land cleared under those conditions that is
available for settlement. Contrary to the
views expressed by the inemaber for Toodysy
(.Mr. Piesse) I think there is a good demand
for the laud.

Mr. Mann: Is not that an argument in
favour of the Bill?

Mr, WILLCOCK: Yes, but the hon. mem-
ber has practically given reasons why the
Bill is' uinnecesqsary. I say the measure is
abtslutely necessary and it is necessary to
go further than th~e Bill contemplates.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is the only thing
that is wrong with thme Bill,

'Mr. 'Munsie: The resumption clause is
wrong.

Mr. Pickering: Is the trouble that there is
not sufficient taxation?

Mr-. WILLOOCK: I ant not particularly
keen on the taxation aspect, although I gave
the lead to the Government regarding a Bill
the other night.

"Mr. Pickering: Do you want confiscation?2
Mr-. WILLCOCK: Certainly I do not want

confiscation. If thme South Australian Gov-
ernment had introduced a Bill like tie one
under discussion, there wofild have been a
squeal regarding confiscation, However, as
the Premier has brought in the Bill, as one
hon. member putt it by way of interjection,
''oill is well. 'I I regard the Bill as an admis-
sion by the Government that there is not
much Crown land close to the railways that
ii available for land settlement. I saw in a
propaganada pamphlet issued in connection
with the moevement for a million people for
a million farms, that there are two million
acres of good agricultural land in Western
Australia. If there are two million acres
offering, it is a pity that those people do not
come here and show the Premier where it is,
for it wrould he dealt with pretty soon.

M.%r. Pickering: In any case, it is a good
advertisement for the State.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I do not think so. It is
ntutrue, and it is no good spreading inaccu-
rate statements regarding Western Australia.

Mr. Pickering: It is triter than you im-
agine.

Mr. WVILLCOCK: If it is true, it is strange
that there are men who want land to-day and
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cannot get it. If Crown lands are available,
there is no necessity for the Bill.

Mr, Pickering: The land to whiich the Bill
applies is adjacent to the railways and the
railwaysa are not paying.

Mr, WILLOOCK: I am speaking about the
land close to the railways. The trouble with
Western Australia is that we have more rail-
ways than we can profitably employ. In a
State where we have a mile of railways for
every 70 or 80 people, it is ridiculous to advo-
cute extensions of railways to other parts of
the State.

Mr. Piesse: Do You want the people to
open up the country first?

Mr. 'WILLCOCK: That has been thle policy
iii the past and if we build railways past
good land held by people this Bill endeavours
-inadequately, I contend-to cope with, we
will be building railways all our lives. I
bope that ''improvements'' kinder the Act
will not be taken to mean that if a man has
a fence around his property that will be re-
garded as sufficient improvemient.

Mr. Macallum Smith: It would all de-
pend upon the quality of the land.

Mr. WILLOOCK: I hope provision will be
wade that the land must be used to its full
productive value. There are 50,000 or 100,-
000 acres of land along the Midland railway
which at present are used for grazing pur-
poses, but which can be used to greater ad-
vantage.

Iron, W. C. Ang-win: Do you not think
that the Midland Company would jump at an
opportunity under the Bill and take advant-
age Of arbitration?

Mr. WILLCOCX: Sufficient has been said
to-night regarding the method of acquiring
land, and I have no doubt that the sugges-
tion that the owner should place the value
u-pon his land, at which price his property
can. be resumed plus a certain amount for
disturbance, will meect with the approval of
most bon. members.

Mr. Pickering: But in this instance, it is
a case of the board's valuation, not the
owner's valuation.

Mr. WILLiCOCK: I would prefer that the
value should he mnade by the owner *first.

There would be nothing unfair about that.
The member for North-East Fremantle (Hon,.
W. C. Ang-wia) has given the House instances
regarding the compulsory acquisition of land.

Mr. Piesse: But you believe in arbitration?
Air. WILLOOCK: Certainly I do.
Mr. Munsie: But not arbitration under the

Public' Works Act.
Air. WILLUOCK:. I have seen too much

land resumed to believe in such arbitration.
I know that when land was resumed for rail-
way construction purposes in Geraldton, a
fabulous value was placed upon it by the
owner, and three or four times the value of
that land was finally given to the owner of
that property. At 'Midland Junction land
was resumed for the shunting yards and the
owner placed about ten times its real value
upon it. When the matter went to arbitration,

[78]

I1 think that particular person got at least
three or four times more than lie originally
aiiticipated. I want to make the Bill apply
t0 our 'Mureldsoa. pastoral areas, and to do
that, I think we should aniend it to make it
apply to land within 25 miles of our rail-
ways.

Mr. Angelo: You cannot touch pastoral
lvnses; that is settled.

Mr. WILL(OCR: We cannot touch any-
thing until we pmass a law to that effect.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Why not' touch pas-
teral k ases amid yet touch other leases?'

Mr. 'Mann: Lt is getting nearer home in
that instance.

Honi. W. C. Angwrin: It should apply all
round.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I hope the Bill will be
amended in the direction I suggest, because
if there is ahy place in Western Australia,
where closer settlement can be brought about
with distinct advantage to people going on
the land, to the railways of the State, and to
the State generally, it is in the Murehison
pastoral areas. There is a population of from
100 to '200 who are interested in blocks in that
part of the State. If the land were compul-
sorily resumed, it would support a population
of lit least five times that number. It was all
right in the first instance when the land
grants were made, or when leases were taken
up, because there were no railways, compara-
tively no inmprovemnts, water difficulties to
contend with and fencing difficulties, and in
such circumstances the Government were able
to grant large areas. Now we have some
300 miles or so of railways throukh this
particular land, and it is only fair that
we should have ant opportunity of applying
the Bill to those areas, The land in that
part of the State is comparatively easy to
improve, so that large herds and flocks of
sheep can be rnt The stock that can be run
is considerably in excess of that provided
under the present L-and Act, which is almost
ridiculous, Y am confident that the Murchi-
&on. areas will lend themselves successfully to
a closer settlement policy. I would like to
see the Bill amiended so that the areas held
may be considersbly reduced], and that million
acre holdingas will he cut up. At the present
time these areas are not carrying a large
popuilation, and if they were subdivided they
eould easily supply five or ten times the numn-
ber at present there.

The Premier: It did not support them
very well last year?

'Mr. WVILLOOCK: Principally because the
land has not been improved. Settlers there
can get water at practically any spot thoy
desire, and if there is only one well to every
150 or 160 thousand acres or so, it is not
to be wondered at that when the grass around
those wells has been eaten off, the sheep can-
not exist. Improvements must he carried out
in order to bring the land into its full pro-
ductivity. I hope the provisions of the Bill
will be considerably altered in the direction
I have indicated.

2263



2264 (ASSEMBLY.)

M r. M1ann: Are they not afraid to go
ahead with their itmprove ments, because of
the droughts in the Murchison area?

Mr, WIELLCOCK: Even taking the
droughts into consideration, it is much easier
to look alter a small holding and give per-
soat attention to it, than to look after a big
area.

Mr. Mann: But is not that the reason
why they are afraid of over-stocking?

Mr. WILLOOCK: If the settlers there im-
proved their land so as to carry the stock
better, it would be in the interests of thle
pastoralists themselves. Some attempt
should be wade to amend the Bill so that
land may be more easily acquired. The
majority of the House, I think, will be in
favour of the New Zealand provision for
land being acquired on the basis of the
owner's valuation placed upon it for taxa-
tion purposes, plus a certain amount for dis-
turbance. I hope the Premier will agree to
the amendments in the direction I hare sug-
gested. If he does, not only will the popu-
latin in those areas increase, hut the rail-
way revenue will benefit by a considerable
amount annually. I support the Bill, not
because I am enthusiastic regarding the
measure, but because nothing better, is
offered.

Mr. ANGELO (Qascoyne) [9.42]:- 1 sup-
port the second reading of the Bill, although
I regard it as too moderate in its incidence.
I would like to see a measure introduced to
citable the Government to acquire land which
has beVn only partially improved, as, for in-
stance, ring-barked.

The Premier: This will do that.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

'Mr. ANGELO: The member for Gerald-
tonl (-Mr. Willeock) has stated that some of
our lands constitute too valuable an asset
to be left in the present state. The-re are
Inrgc areas adjoining- thle railways in the
South-West whicl iare only running a few
hiundired sheep. Thpre is plenty of land
in other parts of the State where sheep)
cit be ik-pastured, and we want all
thig good l:and, especially in the South-
in-lustry, much as dairying or intense culture.
It is nonsense to say there is no land avail-
able for settlement in the South-West. On
the many trips I have taken from Perth
to R-lunury, good lands have been pointed
out to me by my fellow passengers4 and they
have acknowledged that thte reason those
areas, ai-e held up is that they are owned by
people in large holdings.

Mrt. MAunsie: Do you know where that 3,000
aces of Goverinmnt lad is down there?

MNr. AN(IELO: The ameimber for SusseX
(-,rI. Pickering) says that land there requires
a big outlay for drainage. That may be so,
hut if that land were more, closely settled,
tile cost of drainage would he spread over a
large number of land holders insteadl of being
borne by a very few. Some of us had an

opportunity of seeing what closer settle-
ment really means when we visited Ken-
denup. Last year that estate of 50,000 acres
had five people living on it. To-day, within
the space of 12 months, the number of set-
tlers has already increased to 500.

Mr, MaChlun Sinith: Taxation did not
do that.

Mr. ANGELO, 'No; but the possibility of
acquiring good land enabled that to be done.
lit my opinion, we have better land than
the Kendenup country within 50 miles of
Perth; but it is impossible for the Gov-
ernment or anyone else to settle that land
while it is beig held in large areas. Com-
pare Pinjarra with Kendenupl The differ-
ence is too great to be grasped easily. At
Kendenup one sees a hive of industry, cre-
ated within 12 months, while Pinjarra, a
place founded 70 years ago, is still the same
humdrum sleepy hollow that it was 20 years
ago. The Bill will do good in enabling the
Governient to acquire some land for closer
settlement. The question has been asked
here, what is the good of land without set-
tlers? But we have settlers offering. A visit
to Kendenup will show numbers of miners
from Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie settled, or
about to settle, there. The Leader of the
Opposition has said that his constituency is
gradually walking away to Kendenup. It
shows that the miners whose occupation on
the goldfields is disappearing are looking for
agricultural opportunities in the South-West.
We all know what the history of Ballarat
and other large mining fields in the Eastern
States has been. Fortunately those mining
centres had good agricultural land around
them, and so the miners, when mining was
clone, started agriculture. Jiere, unfortun-
ately, we have not that good land around
Kalgoorlie, though we have it not far from
Kalgoorlie.

Yr. 'Munsie: We have around Kalgoorlie
lnd equal to or better than the land in the
South-West; hut it lacks a rainfall. Still, it
is very good pastoral land.

Mr. ANOELO: Yes; but only a few people,
comparatively, can livr- onl the pastoral in-
dusxtry iii the neighibourhood of the goldfields.
Srill, tlte others can easily find a livelihood
in the great South-West. We~f know that these
lig holdings exist, and this Bill should go
a considerable way towardsq breaking them
up. If the Bill duevs nzot ansmwer our eXIpe-
tntions after a trial of 12 months or two
yecars;, it wvill he easy to introduce another
treasure tmore comprehensive. The member
for Ocraldtoa (-.%r. Willeock) suggests ex-
tendling the powers of the- Bill to the 'Mur.
chiston, If those powers mean the purchasing
of lna at a fair valuation to he fixed by a
hoardl, T think the Murehiioo people would
'te willing to sell their sttitions. The sante

acumark applies to the G'ase-ny'ne. S9tation pro-
hierties; are in the market every dlay. I could
showy thle member for Perth (M[r. 'Mann) a
dlozen stations o00 tip Gaqenruc now under
offer.

Mr. -Mann: But thevy are onil leasehol,
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Mr. ANGELO: Yes, but there are improve-
mteats on them, and the improvemenits have
to be provided for. While the station owners
themselves might be prepared to sell, I doubt
w.hether it would be a sound proposition to
settle people on limited areas of the Murchi-
son country. As 'we knovi, the Murehison
land will carry only a sheep to 15 acres.

Mr. Mann: That is unimproved land, is it
notl

Mr. ANGELO: No; improved land on the
Murchison will eary only a sheep to 15 acres.
If a drought comes along, what then i I
know a man on the Murchison who four years
ngo had 40,000 sheep but now, as the result
of drought, has only 12,000. However, he
had plenty of room, and thus was able to
save those 12,000 sheep. It is only by work-
ing on big lines that a man can cope with
the losses resulting from drought. The small
man is ruined by thu very first drought.
That is why, although I am always in favour
of closer settlement, I urge that closer set-
tlement should be restricted to are-as where it
can be effected with the best prospects of
silccess. The member for Uciraldton talked
about stations of one million acres. There
may be one station of that size on the Mur-
chiaon, but most of the stations there cont-
prise only 200,000 or 300,009 acres, which I
consider to be the minimum acreage a station
hkolder can hold with safety in this industry.
I welcome the measure, and I repent that we
ought to give it a trial of a year or two,
after which, if necessary, a more comprehen-
sive measure can, be introduced.

Mr. LUTEY (Bro wnhill -Ivanhoe) [9.53]:
I have been lonking forward with mucha ex-
pectancy to this Bill, my anticipation being
that the Government would bring dlown a
measure of real value to the country. We
have often heard it stated that unimproved
land values taxation is necessary in this couni-
try, not only for revenue purposes, but for
breaking up the big estates. After the able
advocacy of the "West Australian" for some
two years past, I thought thme Government
would introduce something tangible. But
I am grievously disappointed with this Bill,
and shall vote against the second reading.
The measure, if passed, will compel the Gov-
ernutnent to go further and resume estates. I
take it the Government intend to settle peao-
pie0 on the large unused estates, which means
that a considerable amount of borrowed money
will be spent in getting the people settled.
Thus we shall be going over the same oli
ground of years hack, creating extra un-
earned increment for the surrounding estates.
The introduction of an unimproved land
values tax would place the bnrden on the
right shoulders, and, further, would bring
into use vacant lands, thus vastly benefiting
the people as a whale.

Mr. Pickering; What tax woulil you sug-
gestl

Mr. LUTEY: I should say, at least 6id.
in the pound; but I do niot suppose the hont.
member interjecting would agree to that. The

member for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo) men-
tioned that the people of Ballarat and Ben-
digo in the early days found themselves with
good lands adjoining those mining fields. I
happen -to be a native of Bendigo, and there-
fore know something of time conditions which
prevail. I know that most of the good lanils
adjaeent to those goldfields was held by a
few individuals. The people who are to
blame for the position of Vustralia as regards
lack of population are the land monopolists,
who selfisly held tip thme best of the land at a
time the flow of puloltion was coming to
this contioent. In the western districts of
Victoria, for ingtanee, some of the finest laud
in the world is meld by a few people. There
one could travel over 40 miiles of railway run-
ning through sonic of the best land to be found
anywhere, and see only a few sheep
jand cattle en either side of the line. At
time very time the goldfields people of Vic-
toria were looking for land, they were pre-
vented by the land monopolists from
settling in those rich districts. The miners
anxious to take up land had to go into the
northern areas, around Swan. Hill, into the
dry districts. It is a fact that for a period
of sonething like 30 years the population in
the western district of 'Victoria actually
decreased- statistics show this -whereas
population increased in the Victorian dry
districts. Those miners never had the
possibility of getting on decent land. Hfun-
dreds of those miners, had they then ob-
tained access to the good lands of Victoria,
would have brought out their friends and
relations from the older cotutries, which
would have made a cast difference to the
population of Victoria. The position created
in Victoria has been created here also. In-
stead of building new railways, which
represent half the debt of this State, we
should have utilisedl the land available
alongside the then existing railways-and,
moreover, in close proximity to the
markets. A tax on unimproved land 'alues
would have meant that mnany of our later
railways would not have been constructed.
An unimproved laud values tax was carried
through this Chamber by a Labour Govern-
meat, but only to be rejected in. another
place. In the circumstances it was, per-
haps, wise to build these newer railways.
But now our railway systemn is not paying,
owing to the forced tmawisdom of our rail-
way construction policy. OUr greatest loss
as a community arises from the operations
of our Railway Department.

The Minister for Agriculture: But an un-
improved land values -tax will not bring
more freight to the goldfields railways.

Mr. L'UTEY: It might assist in settling
some of the good pastoral land alongside
the gold fields railways, where the only diffi-
culty is the rainfall. Throughout Australia,
however, the same position has been
created. Going front Melbourne to Sydney,
one finds alongside the railway a great deal
of lan' in the same State as it was in 60
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years ago-rung trees, and a few sheep
running on the land. Euroa and other
north-western towns of Victoria are to-day
in a worse condition than that of 40 or 50
years ago. And still the good land of Vic-
toria is being held up, The same state of
affairs obtains there as in Western Aus-
tralia and, in fact, throughout the rest of
the Commonwealth. This is simply because
Australia has never had a scientific system
of land taxation. At the present day one
finds sheep runs within nine miles of the
city of 'Melbourne, being land held by
speculators who are waiting for additional
unearned increment to be created for them
by the community. The land position
throughout Australia constitutes a crying
shame and a scandal. Australia's lack of
population is owing simply to the unpatriotic
refusal of large landholders to submit to a
fair and just measure of taxation. We have
men like Sir Joseph Carruthers and Lord
Northcliffe telling us what we should do to
attract population, that we should establish
another million of farmers in Australia at
once. Let the Government go the right
way about it. I had expected that the
Premier would come down with something
adequate on this occasion. I had thought
that the trip to the South-West would lead
to the introduction of legislation which
would make for the development of that
country. If an unimproved land values tax
had been imposed, I think there would have
been very little diffietulty to borrow sufficientL
money to do a vast amount of develop-
mental work in that part of the State. Uf
this Bill is passed, we shall continue in the
same old merry-go-round fashion of the
past, creating values which will put profits
'into the pockets of the laud monopolists
without achieviag any real good for the
people. In Victoria. where estates have been
repurchased and people settled, sonic of the
loud has got back again into a few hatnds.
I intend to vote against the second reading
of the Blill on the ground that the Govern-
mient should have brought down a measure
adequate to meet the situation. If the
second reading is carried, I hope the Bill
will he considerably improved in Corn-
nmittee. I repeat that I am profoundly dis-
appointed with the Bill. I think those
special interesgts which can always see
further ahead than average people have had
something to do with this Bill. The same
people in my opinion are behind the Bill
for the sale of the State Trading Concerns.
Theirs is the hidden hand that plays an
important part in shapinig affairs; in Aus-
tralia, and that hand I believe is behind
this Bill. If. the Premier had introduced a
measure for the taxation of unimproved land
values, I would have- suportedl him in any
proposition for a loan for the d--velopaxent of
the Sooth-West.

M.%rH. COWAN (West Perth) 110.2]: Un-
like the previous .speaker, I wish to warialy

congratulate the Premier on having intro-
duced this Bill.

'Ur. Lotey: I expected that of you.
'Mrs. COWAN: It is certainly a step in,

the right direction, and one which I think
will give great satisfaction to the comma fity
at large. During the coarse of the erection
campaign, we heard a lot regarding the
necessity for doing something in the way. of
taxing unimproved values. 'Whent we realispe
that this Bill will make it possible, without
inflicting ton great a hardship in different
directions, to bring into use the land avail-
able in the South-West--

-Mr. -Munsie: But it will not do that.
-Mrs. CO WAN, And more particularly

the land which is available in the districts
between York and Beverley on the west, ex-
tending in ant easterly direction, to Dowerin,
and then to Cunderdin and Quairading where
according to the latest report of the Sur-
veyor General, there are two and a half amil-
lion acres within seven miles of a railway,
the Premier has shown great courage in in-
troducing the measure. For this lie deserves
the heartiest support of the Housae,-and anry
support I can give him I certainly inptend to
give.

M rI MUNSIE (Hannans) [10.4]:- I in-
tend to support the second reading of the
Bill in the hope that the methodI for the re-
sumption of land will be altered in Commit-
toe. With the member for West Perth, I
give the Premier credit for introducing a
Bill which is a step in the right direction,
but with the nmmher for North-East Fre-
mantle, I amn positive that the alterations
whrich the measure will bring about in the
miethod of resumption will ineanz that the
Government will most likely he saddled with
tens of thousands of acres of land, not the
best and nut the land we want, and at a
price which will make it impossible to sell
to other people at a figutre at which they can
make aL living. Though I havt searched the
reports of the Public Works resumption
hoard to find ant instance of the board hav-
ing given a fair valuation, I have not been
able to find a solitary ease. Yet there have
been hiindreds of reximniptiO11s. It was never
intendled that the provisions of the Pnblic.
Works Act should be titilised for the rexump-
tHoa of land for farmiing purposes. This
statute was intended for the re-sumnption of
land for public wrorks; railways, Workshops
andi things of that character. It was
never intended for the lumrjpmse of resumring
farm lands for closer settl;,mrent. Let me
cite one inistance in the metropolitan area.
A mann valued his land for taxation purposes
at £1,000. The (lovernint desired to re-
sume it and hie askel £10,000. Strange to
say the board gave him £CS,000. Possibly
til lndt was worth £3,000 at the outside. If
£ 3,000 was a fair value, the owner hail been
robbing the State of taxation on. £2,000 a
)ear. If the board's valuation was correct,
he had been robbing the State of taxation
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on £7,000 a year. A good deal has been said
regarding the Piajarra district. During the
tour of the South-West, I had an opportunity
to travel about Pinjarra and the neighbour-
hood. I admit that there is some vcry fine
land on the river banks, but I honestly be-
lieve that for every 500 acres of first class
land in this district there are 10,000 acres of
sand worth not 10s. an acre. I was surprised
to find so small an area of good soil.

Hon. W. C. Anguin- We were taken to
see the good land and were told that the bad
laud was not worth seeing.

Mr. MIJNSlE: We must have been shown
the bad laud, because for two-thirds of the
hourney we were travelling through pure
sand, similar to that of Perth. If there are
many areas of that kind in and around Pin-
jarra and the Government force it into
utilisation, they will probably be asked £2
JOs., £3 or even £4 an acre for it and, to the
man who settles on it to make a living, it
will not be worth more than 10s.

Mr. Sampson:- Much of that same class
of land at Cooltip is growing splendid vines.

MrT. MUNSIE: I have not seen it.
The 11inister for Works: That is better

land.
Mr. Sampson: We saw splendid tields of

potatoes at Pinjarra.
Mr. MNUNSIE: I1 admit that there is

somec very fine land, but there is ant immense
area of very poor land. I support the main
principles of the Bill, but I hope the Pre-
inier will reconsider the method of resump-
tion. If he does not do0 so, and the prices
are fixed] by the board who have fixed prices
for land resumied under the Public Works
Act, he will pay at least 50 per cent, more
than the land is worth.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hfon. W.J.
George-Murray-Wellington) [10.101: I re-
gret very much that the visit to Plinjarra
and the neighborhrlood was so hurried that
any inexffber might easily have acquired wrong
impressions. The member for Swan (MrI.
Sampson) referred to vines. The place he
must be referring to is that of 'Mr. J. N.
C'ox, on the banks of the Murray, which is
splendid land for raisin cultuire, etc., and well
farmed. I believe there is a great quantity of
equally Suitable land in the vicinity.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You could not bent
Paterson's garden.

Mr, Mfunsie: That, too, is on the banks ot
the river.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There is
a lot of very fine land arouind Ilnar and
in -fact right through the South-West, but
with -it there is other land grading down-
wards to a very poor quality indeed. When 1
wrote to the Pinjarra people I asked them to
arrange to show us some of the best land,
somte medium quality and some poor land, and
also sonic not cleared, so that members could
form an idea of the work which had been
undertaken by tbe predecessors of present
day settlers. Mfembers saw a very large
area of land near the Pinjarra station all

cleared and cropped, with cattle and sheep
grazing on it. If one saw that land ia its.
virgin state covered with blackboy, red gum
and banksia, hke would realise that the pioneers.

mnuLst have had hearts of lions to carry on
there. Under this Bill the systemi of valua-
tion must be taken into account, and one
factor which must not be overlooked is the
costof clearing the land to mnake it ready for
the plough. On my farm, now being worked
by my boys, sonic of the land has cost £30 an
acre to clear. This land is unquestionably
good, but how many settle'rs could start to
clear, say, 100 acres at an average cost of
even £15 an acre.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: It does not cost that
under the improved methods adopted to-day.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
speaking from experience.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That was the cost
in the days when it had to be done by hand.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
menmber has his opinion and may be correct.
I have my opinion and am correct in the
figures I have given regarding the cost of
clearing in certain parts. I do not want mem-
bers to form-'the opinion that all the places
in the SouthWest are as good as those they
saw. On the other hand, I will not permnit
anyon01e to rin down the district. I believe
that the district can enrry a mutch larger
population and that, if the new settlers are
assisted by their neighbours, they will be able
to make a decent living. Becausf! one goes
to a farm on a nice suinshiny day, andl sees
the host, the hostess and the children all
lockin~g nice and can, and the table well
laden, he must not think that that represents
everyday life on a farm. If any membher hlds
this opinion, all I can say is, " IHave a try
and you will find there is another side to
it.'' Just the saume, the laud in Western
Ausftralia is all right, taken as a whole, andl
the peoule arc all right. I have told my peo-
pie at Pinjarra, that if I coall] get the Pre-
mier's permission I should like to take a
party down for a couple of days and show
themn around quietly. When we were there
previously we had to rush around in motor
ears. Some ban. members may he capable of
taking a quick and accurate impression, but
not all can do that. If I could conduct a
party around quietly I could show them every-
thing, and so on their return they would have
an accurate knowledge of what the country
is like and what it can produce.

Mr. HERON (Leonora) [10.16]:- I take
this opportunity to thank the Premier for
having anrange'd the Sonth.West trip. It
was an eye-opener to me. I am a little dis-
appointe'l with the Bill but, like the member
for Hannans (-.%r. 'Munsic), I will support
the secoond reading with the obet of try-
ing to improve the Bill in Committee. While
on that trip to the, South-West T hidl a Lvood
look round and took particular care to learn
all that I could, conversing with those on the
land and getting their impressoiis. From all
the local people I met I gained~ the opinion
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that something should be dlone to bring into
use the lands lying idle to-day. At Capel we
had a pilot who knew the district thoroughly.
He showel] us everything there mas to he seen
in the time at our disposal, pointing out thoae
wili had developed. their land anl those who
lied not. One man who had been seven or
eight years in the district had developed two
properties in a most creditable manner. On
the other hand we were Shown the Ranisay
property, containing thousands of acres, Onl
which practically nothing had been done.
Last year somec ring-barking was carried out,
but that was the first improvement effected.
It sents grossly unfair to allow a man to
continue holding his property undeveloped.
That place was within a mile and a half of
the railway siding. Our pilot took us to
Clarke's property, non- being cut up. It con-
sists largely of land which until a little time
ago was regarded as worthless. Owing to
the rains there was a good deal of water
about the place, and we camne to one stretch
of flood which effectively turned back the
whole of the party except -Mr. Ewing, of
another place, and me. We crossed the water
ini order to see the remtainder of the property.
Until the present holder secured the land it
wans held to be third class. Nevertheless we
saw subterranean clover two feet high, show-
ing clearly what can be done with such land
if properly worked. Our pilot told us there
were in the South-West, right through from
Elgin to Boyanup, thousands of acres
of similar land still held by the Government.
If that be true it is up to the Goviernmient to
see whether that land could not be improved.
At Warekup we saw a large estate which, op
till 10 years ago, supported only two families
It has since been cut up, and at present from
200 to 300 persons are, making good livings
on it. Those who previously owned the land
held so much of it that it kept them poor.
On many occasions while down there I
gaieked the impression that people had too
much laud. I will support the second read-
ing, but I hope we shall be able to amend the
Bill in Committee in such a way as to make
it of use in breaking up large estates.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir .Tames MNitchell
-Northam-in reply) [10.221: 1 did not
expect the Bill to meet with the approval of
every member of the House. I am glad. to
See that it has the approval Of memb1ers Onl
both sides. In any Bill it is very difficult to
provide with absolute certainty for the ren-
dering of land available for closer settlement.
Things in N.ew Zealand are not going on
quite as uinul-ers here sent to think. There
an owner way retain 1,000 acres of first-class

lu,2,5300 acres of se:ond-elass laud, and
5,000 acres of third-class land. In Queens-
land an owner niay retain £10,000 worth of
lend, and in Victoria the limit is set at £6,000
worth. The Bill goes further than other
legislation, whether of _New Zealand, ot
Queensland, or of Vietoria, because it says
the land imay be takenm, tno matter what its
area may be. The Bill is not intended to inm-

pose taxation. My friends opposite desire
that w-c should increase the tax on unim proved
laud. I ant disappointed in the member for
Brown Hill ('Mr. Lutey). le is most anxious
to bring into effect nimillroved land values
taxation. I do not know lhow much be would
like to see the people on the land paying.
ie overlooks the fact that land is already
hi+ by a fairly stiff Federal tax, by taxation
imposed by local authorities in order that the
roads itay be kept in condition tor the hon.
member's motor ear, and hit in addition by
Btate taxation. If the bioa. member be not
satisfied with those three taxes already in.
posed], and by the burden onm. the land of the
increased Customs tariff, I shtould like to
know what he thinks the farmer can stand.
Aleady is the farmer taxed in every possible
way. I ani not seeking undler the Bill to
increase taXatioti; I merely wish to see land
acquired for closer settlement. We require
onily the good laud, because the land must be
settled by aten without means, and such men
must have the very best Of land if they' are
to make good. Wherever we settle men with-
out means we select the best land available.
There will be no holding of the resunted] land
by the Government, because sales will follow
resumption.-

lion. W. C. Angwin: The prices will be so
high that the poor mnan will not be able to
get land.

The PREM-NIER: That will not be so. I
alit surprised at the bon. member.

lion. W. C. Angwin: You will have no say
ia the prices.

The PREMIER: Oh, yes we shall have.
I do not know whether the bon. member
thinks we ought not to pay a reasonable price.
We certainly will not pay more. The land
to be secured under the Bill will be purchased
at a reasonable price. It is certainly the
cheapest land in Australia. All that we de-
sire is to secure idle land adjacent to the
railways and bring it into use. A private
owner may subdivide and sell to anothier man
who has money; but he cannot sell to the
imemi we shall be dealing with, because unless
they have money they cannot make improve-
mnts, and unless they have the deeds we can-
not advance money. to them for the making
of improvements. Therefore if we are to
achieve anything under the Bill we must hanve
time power to buy.

lion. NV. C. Angwin: You have that power
now.

The PRE"MIER: And we must have the
power to settle on the land mien without
means. All land settlement to-day is taking
that form. Not one man in 20 is goitig onl
the land without help. Resuniptions undter
the Bill will he wvisely undertaken, and not
too mucho will ho paid for the land.

lion. WV. C. Angwin: You will be buying
a poig in a poke.

The PREMIER: Nothing of the sort. With
sonic memrbers the Lubole troujble is that the
Bill is not a taxing measure. I should be very
sorryv for all the men on the land if it was
a Land Values Taxation Bill, for I should



[8 DECEMBER, 1921.] 26

then, be doing something which would make
it impossible for the men to stay on the land.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.i

iMr. Lutey: Such a tax would fall chiefly
on the valuable city laud, not on the farmers'
land.

The PREMIERI: The hon. member, when
talking to city men says that such a tax
would fall on the farmer, but when he talks
to me he says it would fall oil the city men.
If it would fall on the city men it would
be easy for them to pass it on. I prefer this
system. If we must tar in order to get rev-
enue, that is another matter.

Mr. Lutey: You do not want any extra
revenue.

The PREMIER: Yes, we do.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

B3ILL-FACTORIES AND SHOP%.
Council's pressed requests.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it pressed its requested
amendments Nos. I and 2.

BTLL-WORKERS' HOMES
AMENDMENT.

ACT

In Committee.

Air. Stubbs in the Chair; the Premiet in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 1--agreed to.

Clause 2-Ameudnmcnt of Section 3:

The PREMTER; I move an amendment-
That the following words be added ''of

which the sub-divisionall allotments arc not
less than quarter of an acre in ara.2

Anmendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 3-Amendment of Section 11:
Air. .TOHNSTON: T think this refers to

increasing the rate of interest. What is in
the mind of the Governmuent as to the current
rate of interest when this Bill goes through?~

The PREMIER: The lowest possible ratc
of interest will he charged.

lion. W. C. Augwin: I want it to be under-
stood that this will only apply to new loans.

The PREMIER: Certainly.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 4-Amehidmcnt of Section 24:

Aft. PICKERING: Will this provision apply
to the full extent to the Act ? Under the Act
£550 can be advanced. Is it proposed to increase
that amount, and what will the terms be?

The PREMIER: We want power to erect
fairly cheap dwellings in country centres, par-
ticularly small centres, in the South-West and
the wheat belt.

Mr. Angelo: Not in the North ?

The PREMIER: Not cheap ones. We have
had some experience of building cottages on the
Peel Estate. We built a good many at a time,
and we have made people fairly comfortable for
about £200. In the country we shall go up to
about £250.

Mr. Johnston: Will these be put on 5-acre
blocks ?

The PREMIER: As far as possible. There
are many people who would like such homes if they
could get them at a reasonable price, It is
our intention to erect some of these homes and
sell them to the people who want them

Hon. WV. C. ARGWIN± I move an amend-
met-

That the following words be added-and
thie Section is further amended by adding at
the end of the Section-" Provided that no
provision of this Section shall apply to or
affect or govern or alter the provisions of
Part III. of this Act.''

We should not have the same position in con-
nection with this Bill as we have had in the
Government Railways Act. That Act provided
for one thing, but because a clause dealing with
an entirely different question occurred in another
part of the Act it was made to apply to that
question, when in the opinion of Parliament
there was no such intention. My amendment
will mean that the clause will only apply to
Part IV. of the Workers' Homes Act and not
Part flI. We want to be quite definite so that
people may know what the intention really is.'

The PREMIER, The words proposed to be
inserted are unnecessary, because the clause
only applies to Part IV of the Act and it cannot
be made to apply to Part III.

Hon. W. U. ANGWIN: That was done in
connection with the Railways Act.

The PREMIER: It was found to be clearly
set out them, when that question was looked
into. It is not intended to interfere with the
existing leasehold blocks.

Hon. W. C. Angwvin: I know it is not your
intention, but I want to mnake iteclear in the Act.

Amendment put and passed, the clause as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 5-Rate of interest:
Mr. McCALLTUh: The Prermi contends that

the clause only provides for the rate of interest
on new advances.

The Premier: I consulted the Solicitor
General and he agrees that that is the position.

Mr. MecCALLUM: The inclusion of the words
"Prescribe rates for the time being " may be

interpreted to mean that the Government may
have two rates of interest operating at the one
time.

The Premier: At one time interest may be
5 per cent., for the next year it may be 6 per
cent., and so on.

Mr. McCALLICI: floes that mean that the
money which was lent to people through the
Workers' Homes Board at 5 per cent.-

The Premier: That will be 5 per cent, to the
end of the deal. That is fixed by mortgage.

Mr. MeCALLUISI: But the amendment to
the Act will override the mortgage.

The Premier: No, it will not do that. The
repayments are made on the basis of the interest
charged at the time the mortgage was fixed.
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Mr. MoCALLUM± I suppose the Solicitor
General is right but I do not like it.

Me MUNSIE: The opening part of the clause
is the one which I think gives power to the
Government to charge the rate of interest, and
it is under that part of the claus that the altcia.
tion in the rate may be brought about.

The Premier: I asnre you, you are wrong.
Mr. 1%UNSIE: T do not dispute the intention

of the Premier but he may not always he their.
Under the Act as it stands now, the rate of in.
terest is fixed at 5 per cent., but in the clause it
says,. notwithstanding anything contained in
this Act to the contrary," the Government may
precribe the rate of interest, and so on. There
is nothing to prevent the Government fromn
proscribing the rate of interest on the present
lease at 7 per cent.

Mr. Fiesso: But that applies to future business.
Mr. MIINSIE: If words to that effect wvere

added, the position would be quite clear. It is
said that the proposed amendment cannot over-
ride a mortgage, but I do not know what is the
exact position. Then again, money is advanced
at 5 per cent, and is repaid to the Workers'
Homes Board. It is quite possible that the
Government, when they receive hack money
which they borrowed at 5 per cent., will
lend that money out again at 7 per cenit, and
thus become moneylenders.

Hon. W. C Angwin: I would not blame them
for doing that.

Mr. MIJNSIE: It is not part of the functions
of the Government to act as moneylenders.

The Premier: We would not get enough back
to do that.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That in what they have
been doing regarding thc farmers for sme time.

Mr. MUNSIE . The member for Williams-
Narrogin drewr attention to a similar position
in connection with the Industries Assistance
Board and I supported him in his protest. I do
not think it was fair to the farmers to secure
repayments of money originally borrowed at
5 per cent, and again lend it to fanners at 7 per
cent

Hon. W. C. ANOWVIN: I move an amend-
met-

Thht in line 4, after "advance," the words
'made after the passing of the amending

Act, 1921,' be inserted.
Thor. is a possibility that, notwithstanding
anything contained in this part of the measure,
some poison, finding himself compelled by un-
fortunate circumstances to transfer his home
to wine other person, will not he able to transfer
it on exactly the sme conditions as he holds it.
The Government might demand an increase of
2 per cent, in the rate of interest, and thus the
person might become a, considerable loser. I
am unable to agree with the member for Bonnas
in his suggestion, which would put as stop to the
erecntion of workers' homes.

The Premier: It is quite unnecessary to add
the words.

Hon. W. C. AXGWDT: Their addition will
make the clause perfectly clear.

The PREMIER: As I have already told
the Committee, the mortgages are fixed things.
If a mortgaged property is transferred to another
person, the transfer is subject to the existing
mortgage, the terms of which cannot be altered.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: By legal enactment
anything eanl be altered.

The PREMIER: I do not mind the wordse
going in, but I do not wish the Committee to
believe that the measure interferes with the rate
of interest payable on any existing advance.

Mr. Munsie: The clause is badly worded;
that is all.

The PREMIER: I will not oppos6 the amend-
ment, though it is quite unnecessary.

Amendment put and passed ; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

New clause:
Mr. Maciallum SMITH: I move-

That the following be inserted to stand as
Clause 6 :-" 23e. Any lessee under this part
of the Act who has, under Section 16, received
a certificate of purchase of the dwelling.house.
shall be entitled, on the surrender of his lease
to the Crown and on payment of the capital
unimproved value of the land as appraised
for the time being, to obtain from the Crowno a
grant of the land for an estate in fee simple."

The CHAIRMAN: Before the him. member
proceeds any further, I desire to point out to
him that the proposed new clause is outside
the scope of the Bill and outside the Title of the
Bill. I rule the proposed new clause out of
order.

Title-a greed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

House adjourned at 10-57 p.m.
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